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Even in lockdown      

District 4 Inner Wheel  

is supporting NHS, 

care homes and other       

essential services.  

Well done ladies.  
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EDITORIAL  

 

I can’t believe that I am now about to complete my 

second year as your District Editor. I have found 

preparing this magazine much better, and I apolo-

gise for any mistakes that I have made.  How things 

have changed this Inner Wheel year. When we left 

in November we did not expect to be on an extend-

ed stay. I would like to thank all the Club Corre-

spondents who have forwarded me articles, and al-

so the Club Newsletters, which I thoroughly enjoyed reading.   We have had 

a lovely eight months in New Zealand, and been able to spend time with our 

new granddaughter Penny.   

 

As you may know I attend Auckland East Inner 

Wheel Club whilst in New Zealand, and at their 

Christmas Party I met  Paddy Clement from Dis-

trict 11 who was also visiting family and IWNZ 

National President Carol Haskett who presented 

a Margarette Golding award to an Associate 

Member of the club.  

 

 

Whilst in Auckland I was lucky to be able to cele-

brate World Inner Wheel Day at  Royal Akarana 

Yacht Club with friends and partners from Auckland 

East club.  It was a lovely morning so we took the 

opportunity to walk along Tamaki Drive and see the 

harbour in beautiful blue sky.  Even saw the New 

Zealand yacht practising for the America’s Cup 

which is due to held here next year. 

                                                                  Cont. 
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Wetherby Whaler  

Traditional Fish and Chip Restaurant & Takeaway 

Senior Citizen’s and Children’s Menu available 

Open 7 days a week 

“For over 40 years it has been our privilege to serve you, 

our customers, with the finest value Fish and Chips” 

 

Guiseley: White Cross, Otley Road, LS20 8LZ, Tel:  01943 884228 
Pudsey: 32 Lowtown, Pudsey, LS28 7AA. Tel: 0113 2551396 

Wakefield: Calder Island, Wakefield, WF2 7AW, Tel: 01924 298 800 

Wetherby: 18 Market Place, Wetherby, LS22 6NE, Tel: 01937 582968  

York: Ings Lane, Nether Poppleton, York YO26 6RA, Tel: 01904 784500 

Follow us on Twitter for our latest promotions 

www.wetherbywhaler.co.uk                    twitter@wetherbywhaler 

Cont. 

As you will probably know by now the District Assembly has been cancelled 

at  York in mid July.  Bearing in mind there is much information to give you 

all  I will send this out to all Club Correspondents by email, including the 

Home Service Report which should be completed and returned by the end 

of December.  I know that some of you are continuing as Club Correspond-

ents for the coming year, thank you.  For anyone who is new to the job 

please remember that I am only an email away. 

Looking forward to seeing you when we eventually make it back to the UK. 

Yours in Friendship  

Ann  X 

Find us on the Internet at www.innerwheeldistrict4.org 

Or on Facebook at Inner Wheel District 4@Innerwheel4 

http://www.wetherbywhaler.co.uk
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Hello Friends 
 

Never has an Inner Wheel theme been more relevant than Association Presi-
dent Phyllis’, ‘Together we can’ 

I have been amazed to see what Inner Wheel GB&I are doing to support the 
NHS and other essential workers. Facebook is overflowing with kindness and 
love from our members. 

I very much hope you are all managing self isolation (not too much cleaning) 
and members of your families are working in safe environments.  Many of us 
have children working in the NHS, teaching or keeping us fed and watered.  
Our love and thanks go out to each one of them as I give an extra clap on 
Thursdays for all loved ones still working. 

By the time you read this I will have taken on the role of District Chairman, as 
District Secretary Judith reminded me come what may on 30th June 2020 at 
midnight, I am official! 

I would like particularly to thank the executive team who have supported me 
and gone the extra mile over the last year on members’ behalf 

I was looking forward to visiting all the clubs, meeting new people and learning 
more about what you do in your local communities.  But for now I will follow you 
on Facebook, through club bulletins and news on email (always happy to re-
ceive a letter) – keep it coming.  

 

 

Stay safe, stay well until we meet again, soon! 

 

Yours in Inner Wheel friendship 

Pat Mirfield 
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Inner Wheel District Quiz 2019 

On the 12th March the District Quiz was held at the Robert Craven Hall, 
Bramhope.The joint winners were Halifax and Brighouse.  The table quiz 
was won by Aireborough.  The prizes were presented by District Vice Chair-
man Pat Mirfield.  Congratulations to the winning teams, and to everyone 
who took part. 
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D4 International Service 

Well what a strange second year this has been, up to February a busy one, 
which I enjoyed greatly, since March the strangest year ever, total lock-
down for some, staying safe for others, I have been thinking about you all 
ladies. 

My second year began at the lovely AGM and Handover at the end of June 
2019, again I missed the Assembly, being on holiday, but I understand 
from Janet that it went very well – thank you.  I had organised holidays 
around this year’s Assembly,  but it wasn’t to be, I will be contacting all 
Club International Service Officers by email during June ready for the next 
Inner Wheel Year, here’s to its success Ladies.    

The year progressed with us attending Club International Service Meetings 
and collecting lots of goods at the November District Meeting including 326 
Rotary Shoeboxes – 30 more than last year, some Clubs in the District do 
their own Toybags and some fill the Rotary Shoeboxes for local children 
and the elderly.  A huge thank you to all those members who help carry the 
many goods outside to the waiting vans, this is much appreciated.  We 
aren’t sure what will happen about the Shoeboxes this year, so watch this 
space. 

Sadly, this year we only received 23 of the 26 International Service Forms 
in time for us to collate them for Association, however the list of goods sent 
was fantastic.  We not only collected goods, but also sent over £11,577.86 
to 33 different International Charities, and sent £300 towards sponsoring 2 
classrooms in a Zambian Primary School, £100 towards sponsoring 2 girls’ 
education in Malawi - £100 to sponsor Pacia’s education in India.  Wow 
ladies you all did so well? 

In March this year we would have held our International Service Rally with 
a speaker speaking on Malaria Must Die, this has been postponed and the 
District Executive have given me permission to carry this Charity into my 
third year, thank you to them.  So, if you had planned an event to raise 
funds for this Charity and had to cancel it, don’t worry, you can run it in the 
coming year.   A huge thank you to all those who have already sent in do-
nations for this Charity. 

Thank you to all the Clubs who have hosted us at International Service 
Meetings, I have certainly enjoyed those I have been to, the hospitality and 
refreshments have been wonderful and we have heard some brilliant 
speakers.  I personally like the small Charities with no overheads and I 
have again heard speakers from some of those.  Many thanks for the love-
ly plants and flowers I have received, these and your friendship are very 
much appreciated. 

                                                                                         Cont. 

 



7 

 

Cont. 

My last thanks must go to two ladies who I couldn’t have done without; Ja-
net Robinson and Ann Lowe, a sincere and heartfelt thank you ladies, sad-
ly Janet finishes on the Committee this year and at the moment there will 
just be Ann and I in 2020/21, please think about joining us so we can have 
another successful year.  Also thank you to the District Executive for their 
support.  If you do fancy it, please email me – email in the District Hand-
book, I really would love to hear from you. 

Edith Davison                                                                           
D4 International Service Chairman 2019/20 

I was privileged to go to Oslo 

with the Rotary Peace Schol-

ars in January.  What an ex-

perience.  
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

AIREBOROUGH 1958                       President  Various 

BINGLEY  1949                                President  Nora Whitham 

The Guiseley Brass Band played at our main Christmas event with Rotary.  
IW Aireborough hosted the evening and provided food afterwards.  A raffle 
and an exit collection were sent to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.  We sang 
with the Band and there were Christmas readings.  At a Club night previ-
ously we were entertained by the Baildon Ladies Concert Party with Christ-
mas songs and monologues.  The Club also participated in the Otley 
Christmas Tree Festival.                                                                            
We celebrated IIW Day with a cheerful social lunch and a month later we 
gathered at the Twenty8 coffee shop with friends for another social event.      
In the global lockdown due to 
Covid-19 those of us who 
have gardens will be very 
grateful to be able to relax in 
the lovely Spring weather in 
peace without the background 
hum of traffic.                       

Caroline Jenkinson C.C. 

 

Report in next edition.                                                                               

Joy RolfS C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

BRIGHOUSE 1937                          President Susan Sutcliffe 

The Club has enjoyed talks given by Dr Katherine Carlton on “Women in 
History” and a local teenager on her raising funds and experiences on a 
Girl Guide Camping trip to Canada. District Vice Chairman Pat Mirfield 
gave greetings at our January meeting and a resume on the aims for the 
year with the theme “Together We Can”. We have helped with the selling of 
poppies and raising funds for Project Local.  
In the run up to Christmas we learned how to make roses, enjoyed a Mulled 
Wine party at the home of President Susan and had a joint meal with the 
Brighouse Rotarians and guests, including carolling from the Salvation Ar-
my Choir. 
We have enjoyed a very social period with our active” Knit & Natters”, Cof-
fee Mornings, Walking Group and Book Club including a trip to a garden 
centre, giving everyone the opportunity to get to know one another better 
and in the hope of attracting new members.  We were preparing for several 
money raising activities all of which have now been cancelled due to Covid 
19.  Now in lock-down we are actively having fun communicating with one 
another on our club’s WhatsApp Group, as well as phoning people living 
alone, elderly or infirm.  We have donated to the Christians Together Food 
Bank.  Keep Safe everyone. 

Shirley Riley C.C. 
 
 
 

The true spirit of IW friendship has really come to the fore during this lock-
down. Unfortunately, the majority of members are in the isolation bracket so 
we still have to venture to the shops. We have to blow our own trumpets 
that East Riding of Yorkshire Council have, for the third year in succession, 
come top of the country for recycling, which meant that our September 
speaker on Waste Management was well received.  It costs £8m pa to 
empty our green bins alone! October we sent 44 toy bags; 125 knitted hats 
and several small blankets to Jacobs Well. November we enjoyed our usual 
No Firework Party; visited McMillan’s Xmas Fayre in Driffield; held our an-
nual Coffee Christmas Morning. December had no Panto visit as their mat-
inees did not fit in with our commitments! But we enjoyed an excellent 
Christmas Dinner with carols from a local primary school choir.  January  
our President’s Sunday Lunch had an amusing talk on Weather Folklore 
and our monthly speaker was a ‘Coastal Celebrant’. Sadly, our Welfare Of-
ficer reported a quarter of the club were on her list.  A former club member 
asked us to ‘Define a Lie’ in February. Our usual twice monthly coffee 
mornings in members’ homes have been well attended but now everything 
has come to a halt. 

Barbara Brewer C.C. 

 

BRIDLINGTON 1948                           President  Judy Wilson 
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Thanks to our president Judith Tagg who arranged for us to meet online 
using zoom, which a remarkable number of our club managed to attend.  It 
was good to catch up with news and make sure all is well following enforced 
lockdown.  We are pleased to say that one of our members is now on the 
road to recovery following a torrid time combatting Covid-19.  Since our last 
report we have also welcomed new member Christin Rinder into our midst. 
We have also enjoyed an informative visit from Suzanne Brindley at our last 
formal meeting before closure.  
In November we enjoyed a successful fund-raising event at Canton Chef in 
Honley, when we raised funds for the benefit of Ruddi’s Retreat. 
Socially we have continued our monthly lunchtime informal gatherings at 
various restaurants, including the fund-raising café for Ruddi’s Retreat, to-
gether with cinema visits to see ‘Emma’ and ‘Little Women’.  Our monthly 
social ‘house’ meetings at members’ homes have continued throughout the 
year and included a fund-raising lunch to celebrate World Inner Wheel Day. 
Our plans for the future are on hold, but we must take this opportunity of 
wishing all our fellow Inner Wheelers our best wishes for a safe and healthy 
future whilst the pandemic takes its course. 
 

Arlene Gaunt C.C. 

DENBY DALE 1988                            President  Judith Tagg  

  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 During the first half of the Inner Wheel year, when life was “normal”, we had 
interesting speakers from Age UK, and the Welcome Centre Huddersfield, 
also from the daughter of one of our members who spoke about Grimm & Co.   
An Afternoon at the Musicals Quiz and refreshments was organized in order 
to help raise funds to buy the items to fill twenty Rotary Shoe Boxes and our 
Autumn Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy was also well supported.          
Our act of service on World Inner Wheel Day was to provide the Happy Mem-
ories Club with assorted home-made cakes and sandwiches and these were 
greatly appreciated.                                                                                        
As it is for everyone, life as we were used to altered and our meetings and 
speakers had to be cancelled. Out of the very bad has emerged something 
very good. The friendship and caring side of Inner Wheel is now showing 
itself. Members are checking up on each other, one of our younger members 
along with her daughter, has become a registered volunteer, and another 
rings round checking as to who needs help. We are now busy knitting cot 
blankets for a neo-natal unit and making Uniform Wash Bags for Pinderfields 
Hospital. 

Audrey Pollard C.C.      

CLECKHEATON 1939                     President  Maxine V. Halford 
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ELLAND 1967                President Jocelyne Haigh, Jean Whitworth,                                                                                              
                          Marion Bain, Heather Cawdry 

I write this today 7th April which is the date that 
the last of Elland’s quarter Presidents takes of-
fice. As we are in lockdown there is no handover 
of the Chain of Office. The virtual President 
Heather has devised a temporary jewel based on 
a sunflower. The sunflower is celebrated as a 
sign of faith and loyalty. The central flower is 
round like the Inner Wheel symbol. A wheel that 
keeps turning just as the sunflower turns to face 
the sun. The small petals represent the commit-
tee and the many larger petals represent all the 
members and the work they do for the club. 
 

Our October speaker gave a talk about Bolster Moor Farm Shop, Champi-
on Pie makers. In November we had a family only celebration of our Char-
ter at Bertie’s in Elland. Four members attended the November District 
Meeting at St Chads and took our collection of goodies. In December we 
had an introduction to flower arranging by our experts Christine and Paul-
ine. They made a very beautiful Christmas Flowerpot and we then all 
made our own. Next on the list was WIWD. We celebrated with a Coffee 
Morning at Jackie’s. Each member brought goods for the Elland Food 
Bank and our entrance fee went to provide goods for Period Poverty. Pres-
ident Jean took all the goods to the Food Bank for distribution. We had an 
extra meeting in January and Christine and Pauline talked about their 
route into becoming Champion flower arrangers and showed photos of the 
flowers they provided for a special service at Westminster Abbey. The 
February meeting was a Friendship evening to invite our friends for sup-
per, followed by a speaker Ben Richardson who gave an amusing talk on 
his life in the police.  
February was the inaugural meeting of our Book Club at Marion’s. 
Our meeting in March was a business meeting with a meal. We had our 
District Secretary Judith as our guest who gave an insight into the work of 
Inner Wheel in all its forms. This turned our to be our last meeting until nor-
mal service is resumed.  
During each month there are groups who “Meet and Eat” or have a Pub 
Lunch, far too many to mention. 
 

Heather Cawdry C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

Our new member is Rosalyn Dawson who joined us in December at our 
Christmas meeting.  We were also entertained by The Overgate Hospice Hi 
Notes, which is a choir formed by Dr Gunson and the staff and volunteers of 
the Hospice.  Our President Jenny Ineson presented a cheque for £1000.00 
which we had raised for them. 
I also enclose a picture of our Past President Jenny Harkness who took 
goods we collected to Mary Clear of Incredible Edible of Todmorden after 
the terrible floods in February and the Women’s Refuge. 

Jenny Lister C.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

HALIFAX 1934                             President  Jenny Ineson 

 

HARROGATES BRIGANTES 1981     Presidents   Various 

Our membership has been boosted this year with the transfer of members 
from the Harrogate club following its closure. We have welcomed these 
members and their continued support for Inner Wheel. Sadly one of these 
members, Anne Moore, was lost to us soon after joining. Please see the 
obituary. Members enjoyed a trip to York in December for a tour of Halifax 
House followed by lunch in a well known Italian restaurant. Enjoyment not 
spoilt by an eventful bus breakdown! Once again the club supported a 
Christmas party for Young Carers. Party food and Father Christmas 
(Rotarian member’s husband) were a huge success. We celebrated Inner 
Wheel day with a knit and natter at a member’s home, coffee and cakes 
with lots of catching up. Our International meeting in March was a great 
success, we enjoyed afternoon tea and the Rotarian ambassador for 
Aquabox  gave us an informative talk about Aqua filters. Our monthly knit 
and natters continued until the ‘lockdown’. At least knitting is something we 
can all continue doing at home whilst we stay safe.  

Janet Vitty C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 HECKMONDWIKE 1938                     President  Mary Clark 

In November our speaker was Joanne Catlow. She told us the story behind 
the Unknown Warrior in Westminster Abbey. The detail and organisation was 
fascinating and very moving. She also showed photographs and told us about 
her journey to the battlefields and cemeteries of the Somme. Ypres and Arras. 
The December meeting was a Christmas lunch at a local golf club. In Febru-
ary we held a Valentine afternoon tea to which members and friends from lo-
cal clubs were invited. A lovely sociable afternoon was spent with plenty of 
delicious cake! In March our speaker was Gwen Lowe, past Mayor of Kirk-
lees. She told us of the busy year she and her husband had visiting the many 
schools and organisations in Kirklees. One of the highlights was attending the 
Queen’s garden party at Buckingham Palace. We had arranged to celebrate 
our Charter with lunch at an Italian restaurant at the end of March. Unfortu-
nately this was cancelled because of the coronavirus.    

 
Helen Smith C.C. 

HOLMFIRTH 1939                            President  Jane Cosgrove 

In October it was our 80th Charter which proved to be an excellent evening 
with relaxing music provided by Huddersfield Jazz Guitar Society. It was 
lovely to meet up with members from other clubs. There was an enjoyable 
coach trip to experience ‘Christmas at Chatsworth’ which was timed to coin-
cide with the Christmas Markets. We have had some interesting speakers 
including historian David Cockman who gave a fascinating talk on the life of 
Martha, a Holmfirth resident who ended up mar-
ried to a German Baron. He found her name on 
a tombstone in the local park and intrigued he 
painstakingly researched her family history. Dur-
ing these last few months the club has com-
memorated Dorothy Jowett for her many years 
of long, loyal and supportive service to both the 
Inner Wheel Clubs’ of Windermere and 
Holmfirth, Joan Tolson for 30 years member-
ship, Alison Dryden for 25 years membership 
and welcomed Jane Hollingworth as a new 
member. 
 

Rosamund Austin C.C. 



14 

 

  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

ILKLEY 1946                                 President  Margaret Metcalf  

Our Autumn session got off to a good start with “Reminiscences”, a talk giv-
en by the Reverend Dick Watson about his Yorkshire Dales childhood. He 
made light of the difficult conditions of life  long ago, although I had to smile 
when he spoke of waking in the mornings in winter to window  panes cov-
ered in spectacular designs of leaves and  ferns, thank goodness now for 
central heating.  We were fortunate to have Rtn. Brian Mann to speak to us 
about Sleep and Dreams in which he postulated a link between our brains 
and computers.  
We were happy to receive Andrea Ainley who told us of her dedicated work 
in Malawi and Days for Girls. Thank you to Margaret Walmsley for organising 
our International Service meeting, and some very nice table centres for the 
occasion.  Our Christmas meeting, held at the Baptist Church Hall, Ben 
Rhydding, was made particularly noteworthy as we were joined by Vice 
Chairman Pat Mirfiefd, who brought festive good wishes.  At the February 
business meeting, all executive posts for the coming Inner Wheel year were 
happily filled and we were looking forward to our March meeting, marking our 
73rd Charter Anniversary Celebration - but sadly, as with so many other 
events Covid 19 lock-down intervened.     
A “Rolling Conversion” has been set up whereby members may remain in 
contact; the messages are curated by Past Association President Thelma 
who passes them on by email, so relaying them to everyone.... a great suc-
cess. We are also supporting the NHS, clapping every Thursday evening. On 
a final note we are very proud of Captain Tom born in Keighley and who is a 
real Yorkshire gentleman. Stay home, stay safe and as Captain Tom has 
said, we shall get through this.   
 
 

Sylvia Mann C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

NORMANTON 1943                          President Ann Ikoku 

LEEDS 1934                                    President Mary Hunt 

Greetings from Leeds in this strange situation. 
The club is delighted to report the induction of two new members, one of 
whom has already agreed to join the committee next year, which is very 
satisfying 
Like everyone our meetings are suspended but we managed a splendid 
86th Charter before lockdown with a brilliant talk by Veronica Bird a former 
prison Governor. The Lord Mayor came and brought Civic greetings. 
The speaker in December was from the Forget  Me Not Trust. A hospice 
dealing with children and neonates – the only one of its kind in the UK, 
We celebrated World Inner Wheel Day at the home of Jenny Jones with a 
frugal lunch and afterwards we made up “Welcome” bags of toiletries for 
patients coming into Wheatfields Hospice. 
We are having a weekly newsletter and members are contributing items to 
let us know what is happening to them – maintaining the Inner Wheel 
Friendship. 
 

Maureen Hallatt C.C. 

Since the last edition of the magazine we have welcomed speakers who 
gave us interesting talks. 
Frances was our October speaker who told about the 10 day sponsored 
cycle ride in which she participated in Brazil in aid of women's cancers 
(breast, ovarian and cervical) This charity was called Women v Cancer at 
the time but is now called Dream Challenges. 
Our speaker in November was Heather, the Service manager of ESCAYP - 
(Emotional Support for Children and Young People). ESCAYP was founded 
in 2008 and covers the whole of West Yorkshire. The service provides sup-
port for children and young people between the ages of 3 and 23.  
In January Katie Sales was our speaker. Katie has a BSc degree in zoolo-
gy and she talked about the work experience time she spent in South Africa 
on two game reserves. She was extremely interesting to listen to and her 
stories were informative, amusing and in some cases alarmingly danger-
ous. 
We all gathered together for a Christmas meal at the Twisted Tree restau-
rant at Whitwood. The money we would have spent on Christmas cards for 
each other was donated to ChildLine. 
Unfortunately since then, because of social distancing due to Covid-19, we 
have had to cancel our International Service Meeting, a visit from Jennifer 
Angus to one of our April club meetings and our Charter Lunch in May. 

Sue Forster C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 OTLEY CHEVIN 1990                         President  Ann Elviss 

We have enjoyed some interesting speakers during the past few months: 
Annette Ackroyd from the Ilkley Flower Club demonstrated some autumn 
themed arrangements, Dave Shaw, a Saltaire historian added to our 
knowledge of the village with some lesser known facts about Sir Titus 
Salt and the buildings in Saltaire and our own Jennifer Angus told us 
about her years spent teaching in an English speaking high school in 
South Africa. 
We decorated a tree for the Otley Christmas Tree Festival, using pearls 
to represent our 30th anniversary and we presented a hamper of goodies 
to the staff at the Ambulance Centre in Menston in appreciation of all 
their efforts during the present health crisis. We held our annual Coffee 
Morning in November and organised the District Quiz in March. This was a 
very close and high scoring contest with Halifax and Brighouse tying as 
winners. Many congratulations to them. 
 

Pam Beck C.C. 

A well known quote comes to mind... 'It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times' and, unfortunately, we are all in the grips of the latter. But 
looking back to the autumn, our Harvest Afternoon Tea – with the addition 
of poetry readings and flower arrangements – will be remembered by 
members/visitors for its friendship. December brought with it seasonal 
festivities... our annual Christmas lunch; the popular Festive Supper with 
all the trimmings of buffet food, crackers, raffle and carols; the Christmas 
Coffee Morning and card exchange (yes, a lovely 'aperitif ' to Christmas 
Day). We were eagerly looking forward to the new year when a variety of 
different activities/ideas had been planned … as ever, we got together for 
the traditional frugal lunch (or not so frugal!) and in next to no time a 
beautiful day dawned for our 81st Charter lunch when the speaker was 
Veronica Bird OBE with her talk 'From Prison to Palace'. Spring bulbs 
were planted again for distribution to residential care homes and at each 
monthly meeting we now collect together a variety of toiletries for the local 
food bank. Little did we know that our AGM in March would be the last 
one for a few months... but we are keeping in contact with each other 
through 'phone calls and emails and really look forward to meeting up 
once more properly.  
 

Jan Allen C.C. 

PONTEFRACT 1939                          President Bethan Dyson                
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

RIPON 1946                      Presidents   Anne Bancroft & Di Atkin 

Well, we have been well and truly scuppered haven’t we ladies?  We had so 
many events planned but like so many others in Britain, and the world, we 
are obeying the lockdown in the hope that this dreadful virus can be beaten 
sooner rather than later.  Here in Ripon, members are keeping busy and in 
touch with each other, making sure friends are okay and sending funnies 
and quizzes by e-mail and ‘WhatsApp’ to keep our spirits up.  On a personal 
level, I have to say that our oven hasn’t been this clean for years!  
Much has happened since the last magazine. At our November meeting we 
made Christmas wreaths out of re-cycled fabrics.  After a little guidance from 
a knowledgeable crafter we had great fun - and some good results!  We also 
manned (or womanned) a tombola stall on Ripon Market.  The day was cold 
and frosty but hot coffee and music from a neighbouring stallholder saw us 
through.  In fact we had sold out by 1.30, swelling our coffers for our chari-
ties.  We also enjoyed a great Christmas party with a much welcomed visit 
by Santa and we thoroughly enjoyed our annual Christmas friendship lunch 
at a local hostelry. 
World Inner Wheel day in January was a great success and it was lovely to 
see so many members, guests and friends enjoying a sausage, mash and 
gravy lunch followed by delicious puddings.  Just the ticket on a cold January 
Saturday. 
Vyv Lewis was a very welcome guest at our January meeting where our si-
lent auction raised more money for good causes and in February we had a 
‘Great Biscuit Bake-Off’ competition which was tremendous fun and very, 
very tasty.  Various recipes have been exchanged and several cases of 
‘biscuitisis’ have been reported! 
Our last event before lockdown was the District Four annual quiz hosted by 
Otley Chevin Inner Wheel. They did a magnificent job looking after everyone 
and the afternoon tea they produced was delicious.  The quiz itself was great 
fun, even thought we did have a little unexpected competitive drama.   We 
didn’t win, but at least I now know that the largest indigenous bird in the UK 
is the mute swan.  I’m sure that will come in handy 
sometime! 
Stay safe everyone until next time…. 
 

Sheila Whittaker C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

RIPON ROWELS 1991                   President  Jean Rimmer 

Although our year has been much curtailed due to coronavirus, we managed 
to be busy beforehand.                                                                                
Our collections went on apace, especially the Red Box and Bags for Girls. 
Many members have been working hard over their machines making these 
bags in brightly coloured materials.                                                                  
October saw our annual effort in supporting Young Musician of the Year at 
St. John’s Church Sharow. President Jean presented our Rowels Inner 
Wheel Cup to the winner of the youngest class.                                           
Our Christmas Dinner was held at Ripon Golf Club in early December and 
the ‘Not so Frugal Supper’ held at President Jean’s home in January. This 
coincided with Inner Wheel Day and raised money for our charities, as well 
as being a lovely social event enjoyed by all.                                               
Our Charter Dinner was held in March. It would normally have been in May, 
but was held early, due to a clash of dates. It was held at The White Bear in 
Masham, a new venue for us, but enjoyed by all. The speaker was Steve 
Cauldwell who had worked for several years as a maintenance manager at 
beautiful Windsor Castle. He was very entertaining and gave us an inside 
view of working for the Royals!                                                                       
Sue Williamson our Treasurer has been very busy during lockdown making 
scrubs for the NHS, some of the material for which has been sponsored by 
our club.                                                                                                        
Secretary Sue and President Jean have made up a bag of ‘goodies’ for staff 
and patients at Ripon Hospital.                                                                             
I hear that lots of members have been catching up on painting and garden-
ing jobs while in lockdown, as well as a few keen folks who have allotments, 
staying socially distant, Of course! 

Josie Suddards C.C. 

ROTHWELL & DISTRICT 1979            President Jean Dixon 

We ran a cake stall at Rothwell Christmas Fayre in November.  Our Christ-
mas lunch which 10 of us attended was at the Printworks and was very en-
joyable.                                                                                                        
To celebrate Inner Wheel Day we donated food to the Rothwell Food Bank. 
Sadly, we had to cancel our annual Senior Citizens Afternoon Tea and also 
the planned “Sundown Swing” event which has been rescheduled for the 
23rd October.  However, this may need to be re-arranged depending upon 
government guidelines regarding lock-down and personal distancing.  Time 
will tell.                                                                                                        
We are all looking forward to a return to normality as quickly and as safely 
as possible when we can resume our meetings and celebrate with family 
and friends.                                                                                                                   

Denise Kennaugh C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

SCARBOROUGH 1934                       President Elizabeth Curry 

We held our 86th Charter Day on Tuesday 10th March 2020 at the Palm 
Court Hotel. Hosted by our President Elizabeth Curry the meeting was well 
attended and was to be our last get together before we went into 
“lockdown”.  
Joining our celebration were many guests led by the Mayor of the Borough 
of Scarborough Cllr. Hazel Lynskey. Also in attendance were Past Associa-
tion President Ann Acaster, District 4 International Chair Edith Davison, 
Scarborough Rotary President John Riby, Scarborough Cavaliers President 
Tony Graham and Yorkshire Regional President Soroptimist International 
Rita Leaman. We were also delighted to welcome visitors from fellow District 
4 Clubs Aireborough, Bridlington, Holmfirth, Leeds, Ripon Rowels and York.  
President Liz was joined by District International Chair Edith and Past Asso-
ciation President Ann to light 3 candles for past and present Inner Wheel 
members in our own club, throughout the country and around the world. The 
Mayor then helped President Liz cut our Charter Day cake, after which grace 
was said by Vice President June and lunch was then enjoyed by us all.  
Following lunch and the Loyal Toast, District International Chair Edith spoke 
about her memories of Scarborough and brought greetings from District 4. 
Rotary Presidents John and Tony also brought greetings from their Rotary 
Clubs.  
Our speaker for the occasion, Ann Acaster gave us an informative illustrated 
talk on her year as Association President of the Inner Wheel Clubs in GB & I. 
Past President Christine Jaconelli thanked her for a very interesting talk.  
The meeting concluded with Rita Leaman giving thanks on behalf of the 
guests and President Liz thanking everyone for joining our 86th Charter Day 
celebration and wishing everyone a safe journey home. Little did we know 
that this would be our last meeting for quite some time!                           
Jane Bull  C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

Report in next edition                                                                                  

Judy Wood C. C. 

TADCASTER & WETHERBY 1959        President Josie Armitage 

WAKEFIELD 1943                            President  Olivia Clark 

 
Our Autumn and Winter programme was busy and varied. In October our 
very entertaining speaker was Karen Wright, a previous contestant on The 
Great British Bake-Off. In our yearly November market some of our members 
served as inexperienced models for the fashion show. December saw our 
yearly Christmas Meeting with the Salvation Army 
and our Christmas lunch, January our frugal lunch 
at the home of our President and February a ses-
sion of seated Pilates with Gill Carr, who also 
spoke about the principles of Pilates. We now try to 
keep in touch with each other via phone calls and 
Zoom meetings, keeping safe, helping each other 
as far as possible and keeping our spirits up during 
this difficult time. We look forward to the time when 
we can see each other once again. 
 

Ricki Bull C.C. 
 
 
Photo attached of Karen Wright, past Great British Bake-Off contestant from 
Yorkshire with our President, Olivia Clark. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

YORK 1934                           President  Irene Stubbs & 4 Others 

YORK AINSTY 1962                 President  Rose Woods 

Our local school entertained us with carols and songs again at Christmas. 
Santa’s Socks and York Food Bank projects were continued.  In January we 
celebrated Inner Wheel Day with lunch followed by a Tombola Stall pro-
ceeds of which were given to the Salvation Army (York). 
At one of our meetings we had ‘Audience Participation’ when members were 
invited to choose and read out their favourite piece of poetry.  The ten cho-
sen were very varied and enjoyable.  In February our Speaker Mrs Goodram 
took us back to pre-war schooldays in York. 
Our meetings now are on hold so knitters are asked to continue knitting 
blanket squares or possibly ‘Twiddlemuffs’ which are used by those suffer-
ing from dementia. 
We should continue ‘doing our bit’ and 
look forward to being together again. 
 

Molly Wragg C.C. 
 
Teddies donated to Salvation Army 
(York) 

We started of the year with a very interesting talk by Dan Sidley of the 
Yorkshire Swan Rescue. This was followed in February by a talk on Dia-
lect Delights by Nicholas Page. 
Since our Business Meeting in March, the whole country has been in Lock-
down. We have been keeping in touch with each other via the telephone 
tree, and everyone seems to be coping in these unprecedented times. 
We have taken advantage of this time in Lockdown and been decorating, 
as well as enjoying the sunshine, our daily walk, and the garden is getting 
lots of attention. 
Never having heard of Zoom before Mike and I are having video calls with 
the family each Sunday evening, including a Quiz. 
Keep safe everyone! 

 

Hazel Rawnsley C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

YORK VIKINGS 1978    Presidents Linda Harrison, Judith Saunders,                 
                          Kathryn Smith 

We celebrated World Inner Wheel Day in 
January jointly with York Ainsty by holding 
a coffee morning in one of our members’ 
homes.  Over 20 ladies attended and all 
brought cosmetics, toiletries or sanitary 
products which the clubs had been col-
lecting for our local Women’s Refuge.  It 
was a very enjoyable morning with plenty 
of chatter and all agreed how lovely it was 
for the two clubs to join together to be a 
force for good.   In February we had a 
super talk from our own Ann Acaster on her year as Inner Wheel President 
and enjoyed seeing the photos Ann, and her husband Peter, had taken at all 
the various charters, rallies and events they had attended.  In March we had 
a very interesting speaker, a student from the kingdom of Bhutan, studying 
at York University.  We learned a great deal about life in a country we all 
knew very little about … including how chillies are popular for breakfast and 
how Bhutan measures prosperity by gauging its citizens' happiness levels!   

Sandra Craven C.C. 

 

 OTLEY CHEVIN’S CLUB VISIT TO MENSTON 

 
Otley Chevin club made a special visit to 
Menston Ambulance station to present them 
with a gift.   
The hamper contained chocolate, cake & bis-
cuits, sweets and the bag contained fruit. 
They were very happy to receive the present 
in recognition of all the hard work they are 
doing. 
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OBITUARIES 

JILL BIRD  - WAKEFIELD 

Jill Bird was a diligent and enthusiastic member of Inner Wheel Club of 
Wakefield for 30 years.  She was President twice in 1998-99 and in 2008-09 
and also in a shared role with Margaret Harper and Lea Brooke in the lead up 
to our Diamond Jubilee Charter in September 2003.  She served on the So-
cial and Executive Committees extensively which involved her in the organi-
sation of many functions to raise funds for local charities. Jill was always full 
of fun and prepared to join in.  As a club we will miss her enthusiasm and 
ability in making all our fund raising efforts special. 

MURIEL KIRKBRIGHT  - AIREBOROUGH 

Mrs Muriel Kirkbright was a member of the Aireborough Club for over 50 
years.  During her membership, she was President twice, Secretary three 
times, Treasurer three times, Bulletin Editor twice and Club Correspondent.  
Together with her husband Reg, she fully supported the formation of a Rota-
ract Club in Aireborough in 1976, attending many of the social and fund rais-
ing events.  She was awarded her 50 years membership certificate in Octo-
ber 2017, and the photograph taken on that occasion appeared on the Big 
Screen at the Bournemouth Conference the following year.  Muriel was of-
fered Honoured Membership in July 2019, and died at the age of 93 in No-
vember the same year.  She will be truly missed by all her friends in Airebor-
ough who will remember her as a lady with an outstanding memory and a 
terrific sense of humour. 
 

NORMA RACE & EDNA BROWN—YORK     

Both ladies were Past Presidents and very valued members of our Club.          

          ANNE MOORE  -   HARROGATE BRIGANTES 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of member Anne Moore. 
Anne had only just transferred to our club on the closure of the Harrogate 
club in 2019. Anne was a member of Inner Wheel for many years joining 
Queen’s Park Glasgow club in the early 1970s, then the Carlisle club in 1976, 
transferring to Harrogate in 1978. Anne’s service to Inner Wheel was huge, 
she was President of the Harrogate club 3 times, secretary many times and 
held many more positions. She loved her Harrogate club and strived to keep 
it open and in 2014 was awarded the Rotary Paul Harris Fellowship for ser-
vices to Inner Wheel. Anne enjoyed singing in the District Choir and her 
church choir, where she was also able to practice her love of flower arrang-
ing. Anne was a strong supporter of the local charity Horticap, giving much of 
her skills for over 30 years. She will be long remembered and admired by 
many. 
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OBITUARIES 
 

RENNEE KILBURN  -  ILKLEY  
 

It is with sadness that the Inner Wheel Club of Ilkley record the death of our 
longest serving, much loved and respected member Mrs Renee Kilburn. 
Though she had been dogged by ill health for the past few years, which lim-
ited her physical attendance, Renee was always interested in all that was 
going on in the club, and with her sharp and active mind, not to mention her 
ready wit, would always have something relevant to say, underlined often 
with her lovely laugh, that had everyone laughing too.  Serving as President 
in 1966-1967 and again in 1983-1984, she was full of stories from over the 
years and was very proud that a little doll kitted out in hiking gear, by Ilkley 
members was included in the Inner Wheel ‘Dolls of the World Exhibition’, 
which toured the country and that one of the exhibition sites chosen was in 
fact Ilkley Manor House. She is sorely missed and will long be remembered 
with fondness and admiration. 

 
PHILLYS WRIGHT  -  ILKLEY 

 
The Inner Wheel Club of Ilkley record with sadness the death of our much 
loved member Phillys Wright. Though actively involved as a Rotary Wife, 
from the time her husband Jack joined Ilkley Rotary Club, working full time, 
Phillys was only able to join Inner Wheel, when the Ilkley Club, in 1985, 
changed to evening meetings. An active member from the beginning, Phil-
lys was renowned for her ‘tea loaves’, which would be turned out in goodly 
number, whether for sale to raise funds on our charity stall or for consump-
tion at an event. You could always count on Phillys. Born and brought up in 
Belgium, English was not Phillys’s first language, and not liking the thought 
of giving speeches or chairing meetings, yet always with something perti-
nent to say, was happy to regularly serve on the club committee, until with 
some trepidation, she took on the role of President for 93-94 and carried it 
off in her own inimitable way. Actively involved until sudden illness last year 
necessitated her moving into a nursing home, she is remembered with love 
and affection and will be missed. 
 

RACHEL GARNETT  -  ELLAND 
 

Our long standing member Rachel died suddenly in December. Rachel was 
President twice, Club Secretary and a former District Secretary. Such a 
charming, knowledgeable and kind person. She is sadly missed.  
 
 
 



25 

 

 
 

MARGARET HANNAH  -  ELLAND 
 

Another long standing member who served as President and Club Secre-
tary died in March. Her last few years were spent in a nursing home, but 
we still have happy memories of time spent together. 
 
 

PATRICIA COOPLAND – FORMERLY OF SCARBOROUGH 

Patricia (Pat) died in April aged 90.  She joined the Scarborough Club in 
1993 and served on the committee in 1994/95. Pat was President in 
1994/95. She resigned due to failing health in 2016. 

Pat was a quiet, kind person and devoted to her family, dogs and horses. 
She was an accomplished needlewoman and loved embroidery, gold 
thread work and beading. 

She was a supporter of the Candlelighters Charity raising funds for Chil-
dren’s cancers and volunteered for the Samaritans for many years before 
becoming a trainer.  

 

DOREEN SNOW – SCARBOROUGH 

Doreen Snow died in March. She was International Representative before 
becoming President of the Scarborough club in 1965/1966.                    
She choreographed and co-produced many of the YMCA shows in the 
1980's and 90's, Including The Magical Musical Time Machine at Scar-
borough Open Air Theatre and YMCA, smash hit circus musical Barnum to 
name a couple. 
Doreen was always very kind, passionate about the arts and an inspiration 
to the many young people she helped during her time at the YMCA. She 
would often share her memories of her time spent in show business.  
Doreen was 100 years old when she died in March 2020  

 

Doreen and Pat’s families will be organising memorial services when cur-
rent restrictions are lifted.  

OBITUARIES 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

We wish you many happy years of friendship & fun in Inner Wheel 

Gloria Traves  - Bridlington 

Diane Farrar  - Bridlington 

Diane Jackson  - Bridlington 

Rosamond Thompson  - Leeds 

Julie Badon - Leeds 

Margaret Potter  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Mary Woolley  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Elizabeth Turner  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Kate Lovell  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Rosemary Rainey  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Anne Moore  - Harrogate Brigantes 

Rosalyn Dawson  -  Halifax 

Christin Rinder  - Denby Dale 

Dorothy Mitchell  -  Brighouse  

Jane Hollingworth  -  Holmfirth 

Diary Dates  

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 2020 

July 15th On-line or by Zoom 

           DISTRICT MEETING,  ST CHADS 

18th November  

DISTRICT RALLY 

5th October Pending 

OBJECTS OF INNER WHEEL 
 

To promote true Friendship 
To encourage the ideals of personal service 

To foster international understanding 
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HOME SERVICE REPORT JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2019 

The Home Service Report for District 4 is sent to the Association Editor so 
that she can give a Report at Conference on the amazing work carried out 
in the name of Inner Wheel for UK charities and for the local community. 
This year, as always, it is incredible to realise how much has been achieved 
within our District.  
Clubs have supported food banks, the homeless, women’s refuges, care 
homes, hospices and young people with learning difficulties.  They have 
volunteered at charity shops, museums, libraries, talking newspapers, 
schools, maintained flower beds and sold poppies.  They have baked, 
cooked, knitted, held coffee mornings and tea parties. 
Clubs have helped at Kids Out, scarecrow festivals, sponsored walks, tree 
planting, carol singing and concerts.  Fund raising events have included a 
chocolate evening, a Sundown Swing evening, a hats and bag sale and an 
Armistice Day lunch. 
These are just a few of the ways in which members of District 4 gave their 
time and energy to help where help was needed. 
During the year 37 different national charities were supported from Alzhei-
mer’s Research to the Wilberforce Trust and that doesn’t include the Asso-
ciation Presidents’ charities of Jessie’s Fund and Riding for the Disabled 
and our District Chairman’s charities the Eve Appeal and Leeds Women’s 
Aid. 
The total amount of money donated to all the charities supported by 
our clubs in 2019 was an amazing £42,261, which should make all our 
members feel very proud. 
Thank you, Ladies, for all your hard work and commitment to helping others.   

Vyv Lewis  
 
2020 will probably be a very different Home Service Report.  We will have 
been in lockdown for many weeks and our lives during this time will be very 
difficult.   

 

 

Thanks again to Vyv for collating and submitting the Home 

Service Report for me whilst I am on an extended visit to 

New Zealand.  May I add my congratulations to everyone 

for helping to raise this amazing amount for these chari-

ties in GB & I.   

Ann Scaife 
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WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Our sincere congratulations to everyone who has 

celebrated their special Wedding Anniversaries  

since the 31st October 2019 
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Congratulations on that BIG ‘O’ 
 

70 Years Young 

Jenny James 
Liz Burkinshaw 

Jean Oxley 
Pauline Wheelwright 

Linda Furness 
Jennifer Guy 

 

80 Years Young 

Geraldine Kay 
Celia Impey 
Molly Wragg 
Joan Dodds 

Pruenella Boddy 
Lilian Gardner 

Heather Cawdry 
 

90 Years Young 
Doreen Kendrick 

Dorothy Frost 
Mary Herbert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copy Deadline for Winter issue of Association Magazine 
To be confirmed later 

Copy Deadline for next issue of ‘FOUR YOU’ 
30th September 2020 
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IIW President is Phyllis Charter 

IIW Theme for the Year is   “Together We Can” 

Association President is Enid Law 

The Association’s Charity of  the Year is: “Riding for the Disabled” 

DISTRICT OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS 2019/2020 

CHAIRMAN  Shared Chairmanship  Contact 1st Vice  

1st VICE-CHAIRMAN  Pat Mirfield  Aireborough 

2nd VICE-CHAIRMAN  to be advised  

SECRETARY  Judith Poole Brighouse 

TREASURER  Pattie Grimshaw Aireborough 

MEMBER OF COUNCIL  Jennifer Angus Otley Chevin 

INT. SERVICE CHAIRMAN  Edith Davison Heckmondwike 

EDITOR  Ann Scaife Aireborough 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT    
OFFICER Suzanne Brindley Wakefield 


