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EDITORIAL  

 

Good Afternoon Ladies 

I cannot believe that I have been doing this 

job for the last 3 years, and that this is my 

final Four You. 

I have very much enjoyed the work and I 

would like to take this opportunity to wish 

Sue Lydall every success when she takes 

over in July. 

Special thanks must go to all Club Corre-

spondents in providing me with all the infor-

mation to put the magazine together in these very different times. Even in 

lockdown I am continually amazed at the work and support which members 

are able to give to many charities both here and overseas. 

One thing which has certainly come to the fore is how we have all looked 

after each other and managed to keep everyone’s spirits up. 

Lastly I would like to thank the Executive and most especially Vyv Lewis for 

their help over the last 3 years. 

I am looking forward to my retirement, and hopefully Covid-19 permitting 

being able to spend time again with my family in New Zealand. 

Yours in friendship.  

Ann  X 

Find us on the Internet at www.innerwheeldistrict4.org 

Or on Facebook at Inner Wheel District 4@Innerwheel4 
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Hello Friends 

2020 a year when everything went digital 

My year as District 4 Chairman has been very different to the one I had imag-
ined. Learning the ways of the Web and Zoom became second nature ‘You are 
still on mute’ ‘We can only see the top of your head’ ‘turn on your video Betty’ 
A whole new language was learned.  Unfortunately not everyone has been 
able to join in with zoom or read what clubs have been doing for the last year 
on Facebook.  That is why I am grateful to District Editor Ann for keeping in 
touch with club correspondents and publishing the 4You Magazine. 

As I write this the rain is coming down and at last the garden can get a long 
awaited drink.  We have enjoyed some beautiful sunny days of late and I hope 
that soon we will be enjoying summer days together and a long awaited G&T 
to celebrate your clubs' achievements. 

You have shown true Inner Wheel spirit during lockdown supporting so many 
wonderful causes in 2020/21.  Showing true friendship to those less fortunate, 
providing personal service to the NHS & Charities and continuing to support 
International events with £40,000 being raised so far world wide for Covid 19 
Vaccines. 

I have been privileged to join the Association AGM where all four Proposals 
were carried which we hope will move our organisation forward and attract new 
members. I also went digital for the IIW Convention in Jaipur, India an excellent 
well run event, which I hope some of you will be able to catch parts off on the 
IIW Website. 

 

As we come out of lockdown following the Governments rules I hope to be able 
to meet in person all the members of District 4 as soon as possible. 

Yours in friendship 

Pat Mirfield 
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The attached article is a charity which has been set up by Past District 

Chairman of District 4 Suzanne Brindley and her husband Barry.  

Our work began in 1987 when we returned from working in Zambia and Ma-

lawi for the previous 14 years. The Zikomo Trust was formed in 2012 as a 

family-run charity to continue the work on a more permanent basis. Every 

two years since 1991 Barry has taken a large group of staff and students on 

a 3 week fact finding tour of Malawi.  

The Grammar School at Leeds (GSAL) is a partner school with the institution 

where we worked at in Malawi, Kamuzu Academy.  GSAL has embraced the 

Malawi project wholeheartedly involving pupils from 3 to 18 years old in an 

understanding of the problems, people and culture of a developing country. 

Support for such an ambitious project comes not only from pupils and par-

ents GSAL but many service organisations such as Inner Wheel, Rotary, 

W.I., churches and schools. 

We have been fundraising, collecting and distributing relief goods and build-

ing classrooms and libraries for the past 33 years. To date we have built 45 

classrooms, 5 libraries and two science labs in the Kasungu region. Each of 

the classrooms have been equipped with desks through our “Donate a Desk” 

scheme organised with The Grammar School at Leeds. The libraries have 

been provided with shelving made by a local carpenter who also makes all of 

the desks, tables and chairs. To date we have sent over 

500 tons of relief items including clothing, knitted items, 

spectacles, books, educational material, medical equip-

ment and medicines. We support two nurseries, a feeding 

centre and educational bursaries for deprived children. 

A total of 823 boxes were sent by container at the begin-

ning of September. The contents 

were gathered, sorted and 

packed over the previous 6 

months, many of them containing items donated by 

members of Inner Wheel throughout West Yorkshire 

- in particular, all of the knitted jumpers, hats, and 

blankets.  

Photos taken at Mala-

witalia Orphanage (an 

institution created and 

funded by an Italian 

charity) shows the 

young orphans proudly 

displaying the knitted jumpers. 



5 

 

Photos of Lois’ cafe staff displaying the blankets and jumpers before distri-

bution to the maternity wing at Queen Elizabeth’s hospital in Blantyre. 

museum. The photos shows the number of items which the cafe staff sorted 

into order. The photo taken inside the curio shop shows the director of a local 

Children’s home (Open Arms) receiving 4 travel cots, two cots with mattress-

es and boxes of knitted blankets, jumpers and baby clothes. 

The head of BSPCA (animal charity in Blantyre) receives boxes of veterinary 

supplies kindly transported by Zikomo Trust. 

 

Nearly 300 of the boxes were des-

patched south to Blantyre where a 

good friend Lois Losacco kindly ar-

ranged transport and efficiently sort-

ed the boxes according to recipient. 

They are neatly arranged on the lawn 

in front of the oldest building in Mala-

wi - Mandala House, which is now a 

museum. Lois runs a cafe (Cafe 

Mandala) and a curio shop (La 

Caverna) on the ground floor of the  
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A photo of Lois presenting the matron with a blanket surrounded by moth-

ers who have just given birth, together with a photo of staff and mothers. 

You can see more of our work on our web site www.zikomotrust.org or on 

our Facebook page  

http://www.zikomotrust.org/
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Heather Barton  -  Aireborough Club 

At a recent Aireborough Rotary meeting Heather Barton of Inner Wheel Club 
of Aireborough was the recipient of a Rotary Paul Harris Fellow Award. She 
is an  equal partner with husband Geoffrey in the lifesaving Aquabox project, 
delivered since 1992. She has publicised their work in schools, Rotary and 
Inner Wheel Clubs, community events and Tesco supermarkets. Heather 
first joined Pudsey Inner Wheel Club in 1982, where she held the position of 
Treasurer, President and Overseas Service Organis-
er. In 1997 she transferred to Aireborough, and again 
was Treasurer, Overseas Service Organiser, and 
President of the Club in 2008/9 and also District 4 
International Service Chairman.  She has also raised 
endless funds for the Rotary Wheelchair Foundation, 
having bought 25 to date, through her jam making 
which is renowned. She supports Aireborough Rota-
ry's Yorkits project supplying materials and sewing, 
and through her local church helps the relief and de-
velopment charity Samaritan’s Purse. At the District 
Meetings at St. Chad’s in Leeds, Heather and her 
team serve Tea/Coffee and Biscuits, which also 
raised money for local charities. 

  ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE REPORT 2021  

The Annual General Meeting was held this year on the 14th April via Zoom 
Video Conferencing. 
The meeting was attended by 593 delegates, and all 4 proposals were car-
ried, which was Membership at Large, Membership and Development Of-
ficer, Payment & Signatories, and i-wheel,  together with the adoption of the 
Accounts and Balance Sheets for 2019-20, and the re-appointment of Audi-
tors for 2021-22.   
Reports were given by Association Treasurer, Karen Davies, Constitution 
Chairman Elizabeth Swinton, Association Editor Dorothy Cree, International 
Service Chairman Shamin Govani, Chairman of Membership and Develop-
ment Committee, Anthea Tilsley. 
GB & I nomination for International Inner Wheel, Vice President 2022-23 
was Trish Douglas. 
The amount of money raised for GB & I charities was £471,168.81. 
The amount of money raised for International charities as £176,703.40. 
We look forward to returning to normal and hopefully meeting up in Bourne-
mouth from the 4th — 6th April. 
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                                   D4 International Service Report 

D4 send goods to CART, IAT, Jacob’s Well, Leprosy Mission, Purple Community, 
Sightsavers, Vision Aid, Water Aid, Zikomo Trust 

Knitted Goods 

  45 Beanie Hats 

509 Blankets 

    9 Pairs Gloves 

495 Hats 

  15 Hat & Scarf Sets 

270 Jumpers 

    1 Muff 

    2 Ponchos 

  39 Sets Baby Clothes 

  38 Scarves 

    8 Teddies 

   6 Tee-shirts 

  19 Vests 

189 T Vest & Hat Sets 

Clothing 

19 Bags Ladies Clothing 

  2 Bags Ladies Underwear 

  4 Bags Men’s Clothing 

  2 Bags Children’s Clothing 

  9 Bags Baby Clothes 

24 Bags Mixed Clothing 

  3 Woollen Jackets 

         Bedding etc 

43 Sheets 

31 Pillowcases 

  3 Lg Bags Bedding 

  1 Bag Linen 

23 Towels & 1 Lg Bag 

Educational 

  7 A5 Ring Binders 

16 A4 Ring Binders 

20 Ind Packs Educ Needs 

  1 Large Bag Educ Needs 

  3 Small bags toys 

    20 Sewing Kits 

  3 Sewing Machines 

  1 Bag Sewing Materials 

     Knitting Needles & 
Wool 

       2 Hammers 

  3 Pairs Pliers 

  2 Kilos Nails 

  1 Box Tools 

Medical 

15 Boxes Inconti-
nence Pads 

  2 Lg Boxes Medical 
Dressings 

  2 Boxes Tablets 

Stamps/Postcards 

18,568 grams 

162 Postcards 

Coins/Crisp Pkts/Ring 
Pulls 

    7 Bags 

876 Crisps Packets(Save 
The Children) 

5,636 grams Ring Pulls 

Glasses & Cases 

675 Pairs Glasses 

322 Spec Cases 

Rotary Shoeboxes 

60 Shoeboxes 

Toiletries 

4 Bags Men’s Toiletries 

1 Box Toiletries 

    1 Bag Candles     
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Monies Sent 

Members managed to visit 6 other Clubs International Meetings(1 via 
Zoom) and have contacts with 1 Australian Club, 2 New Zealand Clubs, 2 
Swedish Clubs & 1 Club in USA.   

Projects with Rotary – Days for Girls Kits, Purple Polio, they have made 
and sold jam, which raised enough to purchase 2 wheelchairs. 1 member 
& her Rotarian husband support a school in Gambia, a May Lunch with 
Rotary. 

Members have attended Knit & Natter, we have a MAF Speaker, a 
UNICEF Rep, a supporter of the Kisiiki Hospital, a member who supports 
the Rotary Peace Scholars at Bradford University. 

Jean Whitworth from Elland club raised £800 of the Sightsavers money 
doing a sponsored walk over 26 days.  

Edith Davison                                                                           
D4 International Service Chairman 2020/21 

£396.17 Aquabox for Aquafilter £450.00 Mercy Ships 

£148.11 End Polio Now £100.00 M.S.F 

£320.00 Hope & Homes £  32.00 Mosquito Nets 

£100.00 IW Beirut Appeal £700.00 Rotary Shoebox 

£165.00 IIW Covid Dis & Vacc Fund £  40.00 Save The Children 

£  50.00 Jamaa Home Nairobi £  20.00 School in A Bag 

£150.00 JOY (a charity in Yemin) £911.00 Sightsavers 

£200.00 Kag School, Kenya £  90.00 Smile Train 

£  50.00 Lebanon Relief Fund     

£125.00 Malaria Must Die     

£  75.00 Mary’s Meals £100.00 2 Girls Education in           
Malawi 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

AIREBOROUGH 1958                       President  Anne Parker 

BINGLEY  1949                                President  Various 

The Club joined a virtual balloon race and tracked it‘s progression over sev-
eral days supporting President Anne’s charity Jacqui’s Million.  We have 
tried to make our Zoom meetings as varied as possible.  For our Christmas 
party we dressed up, had our favourite festive tipple ready for a toast and 
held a Christmas tree game guessing whose decorations we were viewing.  
A virtual afternoon tea celebrated IIW 
day.  One of our members guided us 
through chair yoga sessions and other 
members set quizzes.  Our Easter artistic 
creative challenge was photographed and 
shared at a Zoom meeting.  We also 
joined with Rotary for an enjoyable even-
ing with a professional magician.  We had 
a first-class speaker from Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance which we always support.  
The helicopters have been upgraded al-
lowing more serious incidents to be treat-
ed at the scene.                                   

Caroline Jenkinson C.C. 

 

Like many clubs, the members of Bingley are not meeting face to face for 
their meetings.  However some of them who are ‘technology minded’ have 
discussed International & National voting motions by ZOOM. They were 
pleased when Enid Bennett offered to take their decisions  to the Virtual 
Convention in Jaipur and are now waiting to hear about her experiences. 
Apparently her Credit card never saw the light of day! But she did join in 
the Bollywood Dancing & the cookery sessions.  
A book has been passed around the members, where they have written 
about their experiences in lockdown & small presents were included. 
Some members have been meeting up in Myrtle Park, Bingley for coffee 
and enjoying the company. Hopefully in the near future we shall have a 
Garden coffee morning and maybe more members will join us.                                                                    

Enid Bennett 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

BRIGHOUSE 1937                          President Janet Lawrence 

 
Monthly meetings have continued on Zoom and where possible with speak-
ers. One such talk was entitled “It’s a kind of Magic”.  It was fascinating to 
learn how people believe in love potions, spells and magic!  Thanks again 
to Zoom, fortnightly Social Groups have been active and enjoyable for 
those who joined in.  These included “Grub”, “Knit, Natter, Sew and Cro-
chet” and “Bridge Tutoring”.  Book and Jigsaw swaps between members 
have been carefully arranged and appreciated. Christmas and New Year 
parties were organised with much fun for those involved in the various 
games and there was even a surprise visit from Santa! 
The club has continued with its long and short walking groups whilst stick-
ing to the Covid rules. This enabled the club last October to successfully 
raise £2,315.65 for the Forget Me Not Trust Children’s Hospice by making 
a “Mad26 mile circular relay walk” covering 2 days and in pouring rain! Oth-
er walks and donations have taken place to assist in raising money for Alz-
heimer, Salvation Army and the British Legion charities.  
President Janet represented the club on Remembrance Sunday laying a 
wreath at the Brighouse Cenotaph. 
It is wonderful to enjoy all these social activities to keep us connected, but 
we are all hoping that in the not too distant future we can get back to nor-
mal meetings and activities face to face. 

Shirley Riley C.C. 
 

 

After 15 months of closure and now all members are double jabbed we are 
making tentative plans for 2021/22 but everything is dependent on the 
Covid rules for indoor dining. Hopefully, the autumn report will have better 
news but we do have a full committee 

Barbara Brewer C.C. 
 
 

 

 

 

BRIDLINGTON 1948                           President  Gillian Bapty 
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We have maintained our ‘Zoom’ meetings on an at least a twice monthly 
basis over the Winter period and the end of the more restrictive lockdown 
measures will now enable more frequent physical contact with walks and 
picnics now being planned. 
We must thank Rotarians John Donovan and Malcolm Tagg for their tech-
nical assistance with ‘Zoom’. 
We welcomed Rosemary Donnan from the Emley African Educational Pro-
ject to our World Inner Wheel day zoom meeting, and she enlightened us 
with up-to-date details of the organisation’s projects in Kenya. 
Donations to our local Welcome Centre in Huddersfield, a food bank and 
support centre have continued and additionally two of our members have 
been enthusiastically knitting blanket squares. 
Finally, one of our more enthusiastic gardening members has propagated 
spare plants and asked for donations to our Charity Account in exchange. 
We are looking forward to better times and normal meetings.  
 

Arlene Gaunt C.C. 
 

DENBY DALE 1988                            President  Judith Tagg  

  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 
It is difficult to know what to report when we are still unable to meet. 
We continue with our Zoom meetings but only half of our members can join 
in this.  
We are continuing to telephone them, especially on their Birthdays and also 
hand deliver the bulletin to some and have a chat on the driveway.  
We are helping some of our older members with shopping and trips to hospi-
tal etc. and also friends and neighbours.  
Members were given a Smartie tube at Christmas and when empty they 
were asked to fill the tube with coins which will help our Charity fund. 
We have sent 15 blankets to the Neo Natal Ward at Bradford Royal Infirmary 
and a further 8 blankets will be sent next week.  
A donation has been sent to the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme along 
with our condolences. 
We now have a Facebook connection with our link club in Sweden – 
Karlshamn and enjoy keeping in touch with their activities and news.  
We are all looking forward to meeting together again. 

Maxine Halford C.C.   

CLECKHEATON 1939                     President  Audrey Pollard 
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ELLAND 1967                President Heather Cawdry, Margaret Seed                                                                                  

We were lucky to have some hard copy of the 4 You magazine for Winter 
2020. Finding something interesting to say for Summer 2020 after so 
much lockdown has been difficult. We have enjoyed club meetings via 
Zoom and some of us played Bingo online. As no money raising events 
were possible we raised £950 for Elland Food Bank via cash donations 
and £265 was sent directly to Barnardo’s via President Heather. Heather 
handed over the chain of office to Margaret Seed on Friday 1st January, 
this was presented at arm’s length in the garden. How lucky we were as 
total lockdown started on 4th January at 9.00 p.m. Margaret is raising 
money for the Air Ambulance and asked us to give 10p for every glass of 
liquid consumed. We had an interesting WIWD as Margaret suggested we 
make a meal on that day with the courses to be alliterate, Cauliflower 
Cheese, Tuna Tortilla with Tomatoes etc. Photos were sent to the CC to 
collate and email them out. Margaret had an Easter Challenge to provide 
a photograph showing some connection to Easter. I enclose a Simnel 
Cake and a Memorial Garden showing three crosses and the words of the 
hymn There is a green field far away…. There were many floral tributes 
and a poem from Christine. We are all counting the days to the end of the 
Road Map on 21st June when all restrictions are lifted, hopefully, and we 
can meet again in person.   
 

Heather Cawdry C.C. 

CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

We have not being idle in this last lockdown but, it was difficult to find things 
under the restrictions to raise money for our normal causes.  The ladies 
who knit and sew have made lots of things for International. 
We continue to meet monthly by Zoom, this is ok for those who can do 
zoom but, it is not for everyone. 
We have our executive meetings regularly to discuss the way forward. 
We have had  a collection for ‘incredible edible’ after a plea for help, 3 car 
loads were collected by our generous ladies of tins, packets and all sorts of 
foodstuffs for the people in Todmorden who were struggling.  Mary Clear 
who runs the charity is a wonderful lady working for the local community. 
Canon Hilary Barber from Halifax Parish church asked for help to gather in 
some Easter eggs for the poor children aligned to the Food bank, again our 
ladies rallied to the rescue and in a few days we had collected 124 eggs. 
Michael and Glenda have run the quiz every month which raises funds for 
Rotary and Inner Wheel charities, we usually have around 24 couples each 
month, it is very enjoyable and we thank them for their efforts. 
Our member Past President and Past District Chairman  - Janet Jackson 
and her ladies from the bowling club, have collected again for the women’s 
refuge, we are so grateful to them. 

Jenny Lister C.C. 

HALIFAX 1934                             President  Elaine Craven 

 

HARROGATES BRIGANTES 1981     President  Pat Taylor 

The lockdown this winter certainly curtailed our activities and often motiva-
tion. We have continued to try to keep in touch with all members particularly 

those on their own.  We have held zoom coffee and 
chat meetings which were much appreciated by those 
able to participate unfortunately this technology isn’t 
great for all. Monthly zoom  committee meetings have 
continued successfully, we are trying a garden meeting 
this month, April, fingers crossed for the weather. In 
December we had a  collection for our local food bank.  
We were not able to help with a 
Christmas party for the Young 

Carers as usual  so a donation was sent towards a 
Christmas outing. Our knitters have been busy again, 
many blankets have been made and 18 jackets and 
90 hats sent to the special baby unit at Harrogate Dis-
trict Hospital. We have now resumed meeting outside 
in groups of 6 in the Valley Gardens under the Sun 
Pavilions if raining.                                                                  
Janet Vitty C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 HECKMONDWIKE 1938                     President  Barbara Hanson 

In these strange times it has not been easy to keep together. We have kept 
in touch through phone calls and newsletters from President Barbara. We 
are looking forward to meeting again and have a lunch date booked to ena-
ble us to catch up. 
Unfortunately our longest serving member Jean Lister passed away in De-
cember 2019 aged 92 years. Jean joined Inner Wheel in February 1953 
(Coronation year)! She was always the person to go to for information about 
the organisation. She was president three times – 1958-59, 1982-83 
and1997-98. This last time for our 60th anniversary. She also served on the 
District Committee and was District Overseas Officer for three years. Be-
cause of restrictions at the time we were not able to attend her funeral, but 
we are hoping to hold a service of remembrance at some time in the future. 
I am sure some will remember Lorna Clough who sadly died in January 2020 
also in her 90’s. Although she was no longer a member I kept in touch with 
her. She was President for our 50th Anniversary and was District Overseas 
Officer. 
Both will be sadly missed. 

Helen Smith C.C. 

HOLMFIRTH 1939                            President  Bee Hinchliffe 

As a club we continued to support our local Holme Valley Food Bank by 
collecting specific items they required as part of World Inner Wheel Day and 
through the circulated Reverse Advent list. These donations were presented 
to the foodbank by President Bee Hinchliffe and Kate Drake.  
Fortunately lockdown restrictions did not prevent us from continuing our 
maintenance of Holme Valley War Memorial Garden to ensure they were 
looking their best for Remembrance Day and throughout the year. Smartie 
Tubes were emptied and then filled with 20p coins for Smart Works charity 
and passed to district. This obviously 
created a conundrum as to what to 
do with the smarties!  
It has been lovely to be able to restart 
our garden coffee mornings and meet 
up face to face, obviously whilst ob-
serving social distancing and the ap-
propriate numbers, though warm 
coats and gloves were definitely re-
quired on a few occasions. 

Rosamund Austin C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

ILKLEY 1946                                 President  Flick Read 

This year it’s all change for the Club as the Committee has decided to adopt 
a “Rolling Presidency” for the next year.  President Flick will start the year, 
with Past Association President Thelma overseeing the subsequent succes-
sions. Despite such unprecedented times we have continued to remain posi-
tive and in touch through our “Rolling Conversation” initiative.   Hints, tips, 
amusing tales and some funny cartoons have kept us amused throughout 
the lockdowns.   Our knitters have clicked away industriously making beauti-
fully coloured blankets to be distributed.  Committee member PAP Thelma 
completed a sponsored walk in the snow and we also supported our District 
Chairman in her sponsored walk.    
The Club is committed to supporting 
the Women’s Refuge at Keigh-
ley sending regular supplies of nec-
essary requirements and foodstuffs.  
Committee member Eileen invited us 
to join her in the “Keep Bradford 
Warm” initiative which members 
surely did.  Hopefully we shall be 
able to enjoy a happy healthier sum-
mer and commence meetings as previously. 

Sylvia Mann C.C. 

I am sure that all clubs have been on restricted meetings as COVID-19 
pushed us into a third national lockdown situation at the close of 2020 and in 
the first three months of 2021. Therefore we have been unable to meet face 
to face and our contact with members has been maintained via a monthly 
newsletter and individual telephone calls and contacts that members 
make. Some of our members have however joined into some of the district 
zoom meetings, which has been interesting and a good way of keeping in 
touch.   
Despite the COVID situation we were all encouraged to continue to make 
donations, and as a result we have maintained support to a number of good 
causes with many members being very generous. To deliver a further sense 
of normality birthday cards have been sent to members, as usual.  
Some club members continue to operate in their Trustee capacity, often with 
meetings happening more frequently to enable their Charities and social en-
terprises to respond well during the pandemic. This has been important as 
circa 10% of charities have closed during the pandemic. The organisations 
we serve deliver a range of services across Leeds including Swarthmore   
Education Centre where I am Chair, Leeds Women’s Aid where Lorraine is                                                                      

LEEDS 1934                                    President Mary Hunt 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

NORMANTON 1943                          President Ann Ikoku 

LEEDS 1934                                    President Mary Hunt 

Continued 
a Trustee and Bramley Baths and Neonatal Health CIC where I also hold 
Trustee roles. I also sit on the Age Friendly Steering Group for Leeds. That 
group aims to support Leeds to become an age responsive city.  
Jenny Jones joined us in Leeds, after being a stalwart member of Round-
hay and Pudsey before their closures.  She is also a member of Head-
ingley Rotary Club. 
To celebrate International Women’s Day this year I wrote a special poem 
and set up a women’s zoom club via Swarthmore to support those feeling 
lonely due to lockdown.  
On a final positive note, three of our members have had new knees, and 
one has had a hip replacement.  So we are fast becoming a metal rein-
forced membership!  

Julie Badon C.C. 

As not all our members have an internet connection we have not been able 
to hold Zoom meetings but we have kept in touch by telephone. This has 
meant that we have been able to elect officers for the next Inner Wheel 
year and organise a lunch at Rogerthorpe Manor which will be a combined 
celebration of our charter for the year 2020/2021 as well as handing over 
the presidency from Ann Ikoku to incoming president Pauline Jones.  
Ann will also be hosting a Strawberry Tea as a get together for members of 
Normanton Inner Wheel and Rotary once all covid restrictions come to an 
end in June.        
Three of our mem-
bers Jenny James, 
Pauline Jones and 
Wendy Wilson have 
to date done marshal-
ling duties at 21 Covid 
vaccination events at 
King's Medical Centre 
in Normanton. 
Rather than sending 
each other cards at 
Christmas we each made a donation which was sent to ChildLine and con-
tinue to make food donations to the Normanton food bank. 
We are hoping that we will be able to resume a monthly meeting as soon 
as possible once covid restrictions end. 

Sue Forster C.C. 
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  CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS CLUB REPORTS  

 OTLEY CHEVIN 1990  Presidents Francis Johnson, Margaret Liptrot,                     
                                                                Jennifer Angus 

Under the shared Presidency of Frances Johnson, Margaret Liptrot and 
now Jennifer Angus, we have continued to meet on a monthly basis via 
Zoom, keeping up with each other’s news as well as District and National 
matters. We very much hope to be able to resume face to face meetings in 
September, possibly in the afternoon.                                                                         
On Inner Wheel Day in January, we were asked to place a lighted candle in 
a window and to remember all IW members, especially many who would be 
adversely affected by our inability to socialise as well as those laid low by 
illness or bereavement.                                                                                                 
We have tried to continue some elements of our community and internation-
al support by making up bags of toiletries, together with additional sanitary 
items, which were given to Women’s Aid in Leeds for use by women in the 
refuge there and by continuing with our knitting projects for International 
charities. We also sent a donation to the Lebanon Disaster Fund following 
the explosion in Beirut and to Jacqui’s Million, supporting cancer patients at 
St James’ Hospital, Leeds.                                                                                
We have continued our attendance at the virtual District Meetings and we 
were represented by President Jennifer at the IIW Convention in April.      

Pam Beck C.C. 

Since the last 4You Report, the situation of extra constraints has not 
changed for the Pontefract Club.  But, we do keep in contact with chats on 
the ‘phone, as well as sending out a birthday card to other members during 
their appropriate birthday month, which has been very well received!                                                                                                              
President Jean has set up regular Zoom meetings to highlight and discuss 
the various aspects of an Inner Wheel year which would normally be talked 
about at the monthly  meetings.  As reported before, because many of our 
members do not have on-line facilities, or have difficulty with Zoom, then 
there is only a handful of members able to join in; though all members will 
be sent the information either through e-mail or by post.  An Information 
Sheet, by way of keeping up to date with various news and happenings, is 
still being sent out.                                                                                                         
So one way or another, with limited resources our Club is keeping the inter-
est of its members going until we are able to meet up properly once more. 

Jan Allen C.C. 
. 

PONTEFRACT 1939                          President Jean Skidmore               
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RIPON 1946                      Presidents   Dorothy Matthews              

Here we are again, six months on.  It seems like deja vu.  Covid restrictions 
are still in place but once again we are allowed to meet in larger groups out-
doors and from today the shops and hairdressers are open!!!  Hurrah! Let’s 
not ask, ‘for how long?’                                                                                 
Zoom has now become an art form, we have had virtual committee meet-
ings, coffee mornings, games and guest speakers and the numbers joining 
in just seem to keep on increasing. Our 75th Charter Day on Wednesday 
21st April will also be via zoom for the first time ever. We are going to dress 
up (well certainly from the waist up!) and enjoy a wonderful harp recital by 
Lucinda Taylor.  Wonderful stuff under the circumstances but we can’t wait 
to return to some sort of normality.   That should come in May when we 
have a picnic organised to be held at our new venue, Ripon Rugby Club.  
Our AGM is scheduled for the following month and fingers crossed it should 
herald a fresh beginning for all of us.                                                                    
In the meantime we shall continue doing what we have always done, sup-
porting our chosen charities and helping out generally whenever and wher-
ever we can.  For the past several weeks this has included a weekly visit to 
Ripon City Hospital to deliver home bakes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

in appreciation of the tremendous work done by NHS workers and their sup-
port staff.  We certainly do owe them a lot and I really believe that the fruit 
cakes, rocky road treats, ricciarelli biscuits, lemon drizzle cake and truffles 
etc. has made their tea breaks better.  It really has been a case of, ‘Show us 
your bakes,’ as you can see from the fine examples in the picture. 
Most of us have probably had our two jabs, so let’s hope that our next 
‘jabber’ is over a picnic sandwich and a glass of something tasty!  Very nice. 
Until next time, stay safe.                                                                           

Sheila Whittaker C.C. 
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RIPON ROWELS 1991                   President  Linda Bateman 

Like most Clubs we have been unable to hold meetings other than virtually.  

We enjoyed a zoom joint meeting and quiz with our sister club Ripon Inner 
Wheel in March and are hoping to have another meet with them this month.  
Via zoom, we have had a Club meeting and a Committee meeting (for 
which we ran out of time so resumed a few days later).  Members continue 

doing what they can in these difficult times, volunteering at the Vaccination 
centres and as volunteers of the NT at Fountains Abbey. Those of us who 
are still working have found things very difficult either being furlowed or hav-
ing to jump through hoops to comply with covid rules. Although unable to do 
any fundraising, we have donated to several local charities.   As Club Cor-

respondent, I have sent out a weekly blog to all our members passing on 
information as to what everyone is up to and generally keeping everyone in 
touch although some weeks have been thin on the ground with news!  How-
ever, as everyone seems to have ‘lockdown brain syndrome’ no one seems 

to notice! 

Sue Lydall C.C. 

ROTHWELL & DISTRICT 1979            President Jean Dixon 

Like all clubs, the past year has been very difficult for members struggling to 
maintain contact during lockdowns.  Rothwell is a small group comprising of 
only 11 members.  Unfortunately, several members have experienced 
health issues over the past year which has affected their involvement in I.W. 
activities.  We now find ourselves in a situation where it is proving impossi-
ble for us to fulfil the requirements of appointing officers for the various 
roles.  Several members do not use computers and the responsibilities of 
the club have, therefore, fallen on a limited number of members, some of 
whom have health issues. 
It is, therefore, with much regret that we have no alternative but to withdraw 
from the I.W. movement.  After 43 years of involvement with I.W. and with 
many happy memories and friendships forged, it has not been an easy deci-
sion to make and it is hoped that everyone appreciates the reasons for our 
decision. 
So, with effect from 30th June 2021, Rothwell and District I.W. club will no 
longer be a member of the I.W. organization.  We would like to thank every-
one within I.W. and our supporters for their contributions and friendship and 
wish everyone a brighter future. 
Take care and stay safe. 

Denise Kennaugh C.C. 
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SCARBOROUGH 1934                       President June Thompson 

We have tried our best to keep the club together and members interested in 
our Zoom meetings. We have been lucky that our speakers were all willing 
to join us on Zoom. Dr Mary Jones gave us her inspirational New Year’s 
message and for World Inner Wheel Day instead of our usual collection of 
items for the Rainbow Centre we donated money.                                                    
We welcomed Garry Goddard and Sue Wiles from ‘Lincs2Nepal’ to our 
Overseas meeting and transferred a donation to their bank account instead 

of presenting a cheque.                                                                                                     
We should have had our Charter Day in March but decided to 
wait until lockdown restrictions ease so Pam Parkinson from 
President June’s Charity ‘Caring For Life’ joined us on Zoom 
to tell us more about their work.                                            
We have been busy raising money by selling items on line. 
Jams, pickles, cakes and our Miss Marple scarves have been 
very popular during this cold winter keeping our expert knit-
ters from our Knitting Teas group very busy.                                                                   

Our well travelled ISO Rosemary held a world artefacts quiz and she has 
organised 2 raffles and delivered prizes to the winner’s doorsteps.              
We held and Easter Bonnet competition and had a good laugh at ourselves. 

 

We have had virtual tours to European cities and tried to recreate the ex-
citement of travelling abroad without leaving our homes.                                     
As lockdown eases and the weather improves we look forward to walks in 
groups of 6. Zoom has been a boon it is not the same as seeing your 
friends in the flesh.                                                                                      

Valerie Green 
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Many telephone calls and text messages have been going backwards and 
forwards between members.    Other than that, not much has happened in 
the last few months.  Christmas, whilst quiet, was mostly enjoyed by mem-
bers and the New Year was brought in with the fervent hope that 2021 
would be infinitely better for everyone.  
Hopefully it won't be too long before we can get back to having proper 
meetings and having fun with social and fundraising events. 

Over the past couple of months we have collected food from members to 
be given to a food bank in a very deprived area of Leeds.   We are going to 
continue to do this whilst we are not able to have the usual fundraising 
events. 
President Irmgard's charity this IW year, is the School for Deaf Children in 
Boston Spa  and she has set herself the challenge of walking  100 miles in 
a week. We are all very happy to sponsor her to raise money for this chari-
ty. She is very brave to take this on - and very determined! 

Judy Wood C.C. 

TADCASTER & WETHERBY 1959        President Irmgard Hawkins 

WAKEFIELD 1943                            President  Olivia Clark 

 
 
This Spring we have held a mixture of events for members via Zoom:  our 
January Frugal Lunch consisted of a mug of soup and a slideshow of pho-
tos drawn from past events and one depicting the functions we organized 
last year when not restricted by the pandemic. In February, a Quiz was set 
led by our guest Nicky Lyons; it was refreshing and stimulating: Suzanne 
Brindley was the worthy winner.  March brought our usual business meeting 
but in slideshow format.  Our International Meeting consisted of a Cookery 
Demonstration by Patti Sloley given live from her kitchen and demonstrating 
the use of exotic spices and unusual ingredients and utensils. We have en-
joyed the support of members of other clubs and the challenge of devising 
new ways of fund raising. 

 
Vivien Cole C.C. 
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YORK 1934                           President  Jean Alexander 

Here in York during lockdown, our members have kept busy. The splendid 
sum of £700 was raised for "MIND" by an industrious member making 
masks, most of which she sold, though some were given to local students. 
The same member organised a 90th birthday party, under lockdown of 
course, for an old lady who has recently lost her son and lives alone. This 
same member also helped with local V E celebrations. 
We have always enjoyed wonderful bakers in York Inner Wheel, and 
many have put their talents to good use baking for neighbours, and we've 
also helped with shopping for those who due to Covid shielding, cannot go 
out themselves. While other members have been busy knitting and making 
Twiddlemuffs. 
Three of our members ring around each week, just to have a chat and 
check on the welfare of everyone, especially those ladies who live alone. 
Our presidents charity this year is the Salvation Army, and so far we have 
raised approaching £1000 for their Christmas appeal, which provided 
Christmas Lunch and a meal during Christmas week, for many who in nor-
mal times would have been invited to The Citadel for Christmas Day. Our 
generosity also made it possible for lots of toys to be given to local children 
who otherwise would have gone without. 
Unfortunately, President Jean has had the misfortune to be rather poorly 
during the past few months, but we hope that she is improving and will be 
able to enjoy the rest of her year. At the start of her year Jean announced 
that she would keep growing her hair until the end of the Inner Wheel year, 
at which point it would be dyed in Inner Wheel colours. This is a sponsored 
effort in aid of her charity and despite being ill, she is growing into her task 
and I hear that it is now in a pony tail. GAME GIRL.                             

Christine Smith C.C. 

                                             

Choose2 Youth  

Two years ago, our club, The Inner Wheel Club of York, made a large do-
nation to the local York charity, helping to establish a community café in 
Tang Hall Park, York                                                                                                         
The café housed in a Portakabin gave work opportunities to deliver person-

al and social development activities for young people 
with learning disabilities.                                                                
The café gave opportunities to students to learn key 
skills in a realistic work environment.                                                                                 
Many members witnessed this first hand when we visit-
ed the cafe in 2019.         
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YORK VIKINGS 1978           President Sandra Craven 

It is over a year since our last Club meeting. An email was circulated ask-
ing if members would like to do Zoom meetings but the majority said no. 
Our secretary keeps us up to date with information from District and Asso-
ciation. We have chats on the phone to each other. Like many we look for-
ward to life returning to normal and Club meetings able to resume. 

Anne Brabbs C.C. 

 

 

Continued                                                                                                       
I am delighted to report having spoken to Steve Rouse (the coordinator,) 
the café has survived the pandemic and goes from strength to strength. 
Despite the pandemic, the café has provided over 10,000 meals to local, 
needy and vulnerable people in the area with foods donated by local busi-
ness, restaurants and local food bank organisa-
tion.                                                                  
This is a fantastic achievement and would wel-
come us all back anytime.                                 
(Report by Linda Lacy 13/4/21)                                                                                               
NB : Steve at the Café tells me he would still be 
appreciative of any foods, ie tinned tomatoes , 
non alcoholic drinks, pasta etc , also any dona-
tions to help keep this good cause going , it is 
run purely by charitable donations.                                                                                                                               
For more information about this fantastic cause, please contact Linda, if 
you can help/ donate  in any way .  

YORK AINSTY 1962                 President  Janet Robinson 

 
 

 

 

YORK 1934                           President  Jean Alexander 

During lockdown we have been having monthly Zoom and Coffee Meetings 
in order to keep in touch with each other.  We have a full Committee of Of-
ficers ready for the coming year and hope to hold a proper AGM with home 
made afternoon tea.  The opening of Golf Courses has meant that I can 
now get back to playing golf, and we still continue to go on our daily walks. 

Hazel Rawnsley C.C. 
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IIW Convention WhatsApp group 
The International Inner Wheel Convention was held virtually in India from 17
-18th April 2021. 10 members from District 4 paid £37 to take part, sitting in 
front of their own screens for hours on end. To remove the isolation from the 
experience I created a WhatsApp phone group where we “chatted” to each 
other throughout our two days together. It proved invaluable from the start 
when log-on was a bit tricky for one or two (soon resolved) and in the busi-
ness session when proposal speakers amused us with their barking dogs in 
the background. The other benefit was that we were able to arrange, at 
3.00pm to leave the Conventional Hall and join in the two minute silence 
held worldwide in honour of Prince Philip. We all felt we had been to Con-
vention together and had a shared experience.                                                                                
Marion Bain 
 
We all now invite you all to share in our experience. 
 
The Opening Ceremony  
International Inner Wheel President Bina Vyas was introduced to the Con-
vention by the Chairman of the Organising Committee and the 18th Interna-
tional Inner Wheel Convention began 
The opening ceremony at this first virtual International Inner Wheel Conven-
tion followed the usual format, the introduction of the International President 
who lit the flame to formally declare the Convention open.  This was fol-
lowed by the Introduction to the Executive Committee and Board Directors 
by showing their photos on screen.   
This was followed by the Flag Ceremony which for me is one of the more 
moving parts of a convention, especially when you are in the hall and all the 
flag carriers parade across the stage carrying their country’s flag.  They are 
obviously very proud to be doing this, so I did wonder how this would work, 
as of course this year it had to be done virtually. 
Each flag carrier had been filmed before the convention holding the flag and 
then these were shown on the screen.  Enid Law held the Union Flag and 
Ann Acaster was holding the Irish Flag in different locations of course.  Un-
fortunately, the Irish Flag wasn’t shown on the screen.  This wasn’t the only 
faux pas with flags because it was acknowledged later in the Convention 
that the Indian Flag had been displayed throughout, upside down.  Oops.  
Sincere apologies all round.   
As Inner Wheel is now active in ninety- nine countries throughout the world, 
not all individual flags were carried, but all the flags were shown on screen 
and fitted in to a collage which was excellent.   I was impressed by the way 
the Flag Ceremony was carried out and it brought it home to me just how 
International Inner Wheel has spread since its formation in 1969 and how 
the ideal of fostering international understanding is being achieved even 
more today. 
Judith Poole 

Report on Convention held in Jaipur India April 2021  
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Convention Continued 
 
Following the Flag Ceremony and other introductions of Past IIW Presi-
dents, International Inner Wheel President Bina welcomed everyone to the 
Convention and gave her welcome address.  She then introduced the key-
note speaker.  
 
Keynote Speaker Vinita Bali - Indian Businesswoman and formerly MD 
of Britannia Industries Ltd 
She had been asked to answer two questions, First from PIIWP Dr Kapila 
Gupta - Which service activity should we take which is relevant to the prob-
lems facing women & children in the changing economic, social and political 
environment? 
The second from PIIWP Catherine Rafebert - What infrastructural changes 
do you envisage for our organisation to acquire to remain relevant to the 
available technology? 
Her answer was that she thinks it is very important to connect to the grass 
roots in whichever country you are in.  The people who are most affected by 
hardship, dislocation and poverty in the main are women and children.  It is 
estimated that between hundred to hundred & fifty million people will go 
back into poverty. 
The work being done by Inner Wheel around the world is tremendous and 
significant.  How can we influence decisions re: women, empowering them, 
and giving them equality? Infrastructural changes/technology, teach people 
how to use technology and how to access it.  Do they have it? 
Should IW themselves change?  We need to walk the talk, overcome re-
sistance to change, mindsets, thinking and behaviour.  We need to engage 
with people who think differently.  We should have the courage to question 
what we are doing.  What has worked, what has not?  Change has to be 
inclusive i.e: change how men think, those in power and not! How do we 
become a household name?  Tell the world about your work; Facebook, 
Instagram etc. Get people to tell real stories, lives you have changed. 
This report has been difficult to abridge as it runs to 8 pages but is available 
in full at: www.iiwconvention2021india.com/Downloads.php and well worth 
the full read. 
District Chairman Pat Mirfield 
 
The Business Sessions 
The first Business session then began with the Approval of the Minutes from 
the 17th Convention in Melbourne and Reports from several people all of 
which will be in the Minutes sent out later. 
 
The second Business session then got underway.  
Voting Process for the Proposals and General Motions  
As a voting delegate for my club, I felt it was important to get everything cor-
rect at the Virtual Convention. So being able to attend any helpful on-line 
courses would seem the right thing to do, even though I think I’m confident  

about:blank
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with ‘anything’ technical! The training session held before the Convention 
came from a very confident and patient Indian young man and went well, so 
what could   go wrong at the voting sessions? Headless Chickens running 
around came into mind, but it wasn’t funny when others seemed to be voting 
and I couldn’t. I wasn’t alone as out of almost 3,500 voters internationally, 
only 1,500 managed to get through! There obviously was a problem as we 
were told to refresh the page before every vote, but this solved it and we 
were allowed to vote for proposal 1 later in the Convention. All went well 
after this initial blip and confidence was soon restored. 
As you can imagine it took a long time to complete the voting for all the 14 
proposals and it was spread over the two days.  The five minutes we were 
allotted to cast our votes, in Indian time seemed to be on a long piece of 
elastic! But it did give one time to go back to the Lobby and take in some of 
the experiences on offer. 
Enid Bennett    
 
INNER WHEEL AND THE UNITED NATIONS 
An innovation of the triennial Convention was the introduction of the mem-
bers who represent Inner Wheel at the United Nations.  We have represen-
tation at the United Nations Offices in New York, Geneva and Vienna. In a Q 
and A session, the representatives commented on their experiences and 
how our organization, as an NGO, served on various committees. 
Ceja Gregor-HU (Vienna) explained in her report that the committees form 
the link between the United Nations and civil society.  Although not directly 
involved in decision making and/or policies of the United Nations, the com-
mittees submit statements that call upon UN member states to effect certain 
changes in their laws and policies.  I would recommend members read their 
reports on the International Inner Wheel website to be able to grasp the 
breadth and depth of our involvement. 
In these committees our voice is heard on all aspects that affect women, 
children, families and ageing.  Their experiences were slightly different in 
the various locations, however, the fact that we have some influence is ex-
tremely important.  We should all feel proud of our contribution which is try-
ing to make the world a fairer, safer place for women and children, and ulti-
mately for all.  It certainly makes me feel proud of being a part of this amaz-
ing organization – Inner Wheel. 
Jennifer Angus 

International Inner Wheel Projects  
Covid 19 Disaster and Vaccination Fund 
In April 2020 following the onset of the Covid 19 Pandemic, with thousands 
dead, borders closed and the long-term ramifications as yet unknown, IIW 
Governing Body set up the Covid !9 Disaster and Vaccination Fund. A com-
mittee of 4 board directors, including Trish Douglas of GB&I, was formed and 
a decision made to utilise the funds raised to distribute safe vaccines to  
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disadvantaged people worldwide, where it was not readily available or af-
fordable. 
The initial target was £500,000, which was felt possible, if members would 
be willing to donate £1 each as well as undertake some external fundraising. 
The fund currently stands at £40,000 and remains open until December 
2021 and possibly beyond. 
Plans are afoot to form a partnership with either the Red X or Medicine Sans 
Frontiers to help with the purchase and distribution of the vaccines. 
This is the first IW Global Project, and encompasses the past and current 
IIW Presidential themes of “together we can” and “manage the change”. We 
are encouraged to endorse and support this project, if only because – NO 
COUNTRY IS SAFE UNTIL EVERYONE IS SAFE. 
Lebanon Success Story: 
In August 2020 two board directors Gemma Pirondini Venuti (Italy) and An-
gelika Walde (Switzerland) on learning of the devastating explosion in Beirut 
harbour, contacted members in the Lebanon to see how they could help.  
They learnt that the blast had killed over 200 people, injured over 6,ooo and 
damaged or destroyed homes nearby, at the same time hospitals within sev-
eral kilometres were also affected. 
With the backing of the Governing Body, they decided to print flyers in sev-
eral languages seeking support and donations to help with hospitals and 
replace damaged valuable equipment, these were sent to all national repre-
sentatives and past board members. 
To ensure purchases were controlled by a local Lebanese specialist and 
payments monitored an IW member and her husband agreed to act as co-
ordinators. The response as always with Inner Wheel was overwhelming 
and to date £54,000 has been raised. 
All equipment purchased will be labelled as donated by Inner Wheel. Due to 
Covid 19 the purchase of some equipment has been delayed, but regular 
updates will be sent out as the equipment is replaced. 
Gratitude and thanks are extended to everyone who supported this project 
and donations are still welcome as there is still much to do.  
Ann Lowe 
 
Individual Country Service Projects 
During breaks between the sessions a visit to the Service Projects Hall was 
a must.  There were four areas displaying the flags of all the countries pre-
sent at the convention.  By clicking on the flag information was available in 
the form of PDFs of the project or projects supported by that country and, in 
most cases, there was also a video by the National President. 
All the presentations were colourful and interesting, in particular Norway’s 
project, ‘Roses from Volda’. The first weekend in February Volda Inner 
Wheel Club sells one thousand yellow roses. All the income generated goes 
to buy sniffer dogs that detect drugs. It is one of the national projects in Inner 
Wheel Norway, and they donate about NOK 150.000 – (app. GBP 13.000)  
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almost every year.  
Australia’s clubs all support ‘Cord Blood research’ as their project and 
have raised over 3million dollars so far. 
France, Andorra, Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, like GB & I, come together 
under one flag as F.A.M.A.T and their project was ‘Bringing happiness to 
the most fragile people’. 
A fascinating insight into all that International Inner Wheel accomplishes 
and well worth several visits into the Service Projects Hall. 
Anne Parker  
 
The third Business session started with a session with the Non-Districted 
Clubs, and this was followed by final voting for the Proposals and General 
Motions. 
Session with Non-Districted Clubs 
Within International Inner Wheel membership there are 85 Non-Districted 
clubs, across 36 countries, who have no National or District structure. 
Their interaction with International Inner Wheel in the past has relied on 
communication between each club and their appointed IIW Board Director, 
whose remit is to support and encourage.  
It was therefore good to have for the first time ever, representatives from 
clubs in Bosnia Herzegovina; Mauritius; Northern Cyprus and Uganda an-
swering questions posed by two Board Directors, on subjects such as, 
membership numbers and what problems – if any –they had recruiting 
members; what their main projects were and how did they fund them; what 
brought them into Inner Wheel. 
Interestingly their answers were on the whole, very similar to how we 
would have responded, and at least two of the countries were working to-
wards becoming districted and all of them expressed delight at having 
been invited to speak at this virtual Convention and hoped to attend in per-
son next time. 
Thelma Pacsoo  
 
Visiting the Experience Zone  
One of the pleasures of Convention is enjoying different cultural happen-
ings and experiences.  It was hard to imagine how we were going to be 
able to enjoy these whilst sitting at home, but it was very well done. As 
youngsters playing ‘computer games’ know it is easy to move through 
rooms and interact with others. Following this Convention, I now know it is 
the same for us. 
Once we were in the ‘lobby ‘, by clicking onto Experience Zone we wan-
dered through to another hall where we could enter a variety of experience 
rooms. All the videos were in either English, French, German, Italian or 
Spanish. I enjoyed watching videos demonstrating the different ways of 
putting on and wearing the most beautiful saris. They looked so glorious, 
and I liked the way in which they seemed to disguise tummies and midriffs.  
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I learnt that the longer the flowing piece at the back, the taller the wearer  
appeared. The other was that quite a few ‘nappy pins ‘were used in strategic 
places. 
I then moved on to 3 videos about Bollywood Dancing. Led by 3 young peo-
ple in jeans and denim jackets, who very clearly and expertly showed us 
how to do their increasingly complex dances. The first one I found quite 
manageable, in the lounge on my own! After that I just watched in admiration 
as they got faster and more expert.  
I watched Yoga for Health, learnt I should concentrate on my breathing, 
sleep 6 hours, eat less sugar and more turmeric. However, the exercises 
were beyond me! 
Cookery classes by 2 chefs demonstrated some delicious looking dishes. 
They fried everything and used a vast array of spices and flavours. I liked 
the look of Grilled Yoghurt Patty, and Butter Chicken. 
An online Bazaar had some tempting items but reasonable prices were 
counteracted by high delivery charges, so no shopping till we dropped. 
We were able to watch short travelogues about Delhi, Agra and Jaipur 
showing us what we were missing.  Last but not least the Selfie Booth, 
where we all had our photos taken – some more easily than others and 
those are now on our District 4 website. The Experience Zone certainly was 
an experience. 
Jean Whitworth 
 
Closing Session 
The Business part of the Closing Session will all be included in the minutes 
of the Convention but the best part of this for us in GB&I was the announce-
ment that the 19th International Convention in 2024, when Inner Wheel will 
be celebrating its 100th year will be held in MANCHESTER, the place it all 
began.  How we all cheered in our sitting rooms and the WhatsApp messag-
es were flowing thanks to Marion Bain suggesting it and setting the group up 
Thank you to all my fellow convention groupies for contributing your impres-
sions to this report and I hope to see you all again in Manchester – in per-
son!! 
Judith Poole 

HOME SERVICE REPORT 2020 BY VYV LEWIS 
 
What a year 2020 has been. It is a year that will never be forgotten and one 
that has stretched everyone to their limits. Life changed completely so quick-
ly that many people found it very hard to cope. Lockdown meant staying at 
home and not being able to see family or friends with the fear of Covid-19 
hanging over everyone. 
Thank goodness for the friendship and service of Inner Wheel, who in spite 
of the difficulties involved, were able to help so many people in their local 
communities and within their own Clubs. 
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It is amazing to hear what members managed to do. Zoom, a word hardly 
ever used before, became common place and a lifeline when going out was 
not allowed. Zoom was used for Club meetings, Tea Parties, Book Clubs, 
Quizzes, a Silent Auction and just for keeping in touch. Even a Virtual Carol 
Service was held at Christmas. 
At the beginning of the year, World Inner Wheel Day was celebrated by 
many Clubs with special acts of service, including donations to foodbanks, 
collections of groceries, bedding and clothing for the homeless, delivering 
bulbs to people in need of support and visiting the elderly and the lonely. A 
joint Club Coffee Morning collected toiletries for a care centre and a Hos-
pice, and many lunches were held from frugal and friendship to Saving the 
Planet and bangers and mash! Inner Wheel Clubs joining together on a 
special day to help those in need. 
By March, things were getting much more difficult, and many planned activi-
ties had to be cancelled or adapted to follow the new guidelines within the 
lockdown but Inner Wheel still found ways to help others and serve the lo-
cal community. 
Knitted and crocheted blankets were made for the elderly and refugees, 
and hats and coats were knitted for the special care baby unit. Crockery 
and pans were collected and donated to Incredible Edible who provide hot 
meals to the local community. Fundraising walks were organised, and toys 
donated to the Salvation Army. Clubs continued to support the homeless, 
foodbanks and women’s refuge.  
Many Clubs were able to help the NHS by making scrub bags, masks and 
head bands. Local hospices were supported by handmade masks being 
sold and volunteers in full PPE equipment taking temperatures.  Knitted 
hearts were made for hospitals and hero bears were knitted for Care 
Homes. Donations to Captain Tom were made for the NHS and chocolates 
and fruit hampers were delivered to the Paramedics at a local ambulance 
station. Many meals were delivered during Lockdown as well as shopping 
and visiting those unable to leave their homes. 
The pandemic didn’t stop Clubs from many original ways of fundraising. 
There was a sponsored 5K Santa Dash around Fountains Abbey, a Mad 26 
Mile Relay Walk Challenge, and District Chairman Pat’s walk for Smart 
Works. A collection provided disadvantaged families with Christmas trees. 
Flower arranging in a garage, a neighbourhood quiz and putting pennies in 
a pot when having coffee at home were all clever ideas used by Clubs. 
District 4 supported 35 different UK charities during the year from Age UK 
to Yorkshire Air Ambulance and raised almost £26,000. A great achieve-
ment in such a difficult year and something to be very proud of.  

 
Thanks again to Vyv for collating and submitting the Home Service 
Report for me. May I add my congratulations to everyone for helping 
to raise this amazing amount for these charities in GB & I.                 
Ann Scaife 
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OBITUARIES 

MARY HALLIWELL  -  ELLAND 
 
Mary died peacefully in Harrogate with her family beside her. A founder 
member of Elland Inner Wheel Mary was a former President but held all the 
other offices over the years. She enjoyed visiting other clubs for Charter 
Nights and she travelled widely with the Rotary Caravan Club with her hus-
band Ken. We were happy to welcome her to our Golden Charter in 2017. A 
bright and lovely lady who has left happy memories behind her. 
 

AUDREY SAUL  -  BRIDLINGTON                                 
 

Bridlington members were saddened and shocked by the unexpected death 
of Audrey Saul in March. Audrey joined Inner Wheel in 1972 and was Club 
President in 1982/83 immediately swapping chains to be Mayoress in her 
husband’s year as Bridlington Mayor. Many years spent wintering in Florida 
prevented her from taking further major office. Audrey was a talented cross-
stitch needlewoman, embroidering beautiful pictures, and a prolific knitter of 
blanket squares. She had a droll sense of humour and was a master at telling 
the tale. She was a delightful luncheon companion and will be sorely missed. 

SYBIL LEACH  -  PONTEFRACT 

Sybil passed away in January; she had been a very active member of Ponte-
fract Inner Wheel since 1972 and held the positions of President and Secre-
tary during her long membership.  More recently, she was responsible for 
encouraging us all to join in with the individual Club Charter celebrations in 
District 4 and was always willing to step into either the President/Secretary 
roles at the last minute should it be required at Club meetings.  She was also 
involved with other local organisations – her late husband Michael, along with 
Sybil, were very much involved with the yearly Pontefract Music Festival for 
many years.  She was also a long time member of Pontefract Historical Soci-
ety and, as a family, they had been very immersed in the life of Darrington 
Church.  Her presence will be genuinely missed at all our Club events and 
the contribution she made.  

JEAN LISTER – HECKMONDWIKE 
 

It is with great sadness that we report the death of Jean Lister in December 
2019 aged 92 years. She was our longest serving member joining in Febru-
ary 1953. She was President of the club three times and served on the Dis-
trict Committee. She was also District Overseas Officer. She came to club 
meetings and attended our social functions until a year before her death 
when she became unwell. She will be sadly missed by all for her knowledge 
of Inner Wheel and her wisdom and also for her sense of fun. 
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Diary Dates  

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 2021 

July 14th/15th by Zoom 

           DISTRICT MEETING,  ST CHADS 

17th November 

DISTRICT RALLY 2022 

7th March 2022 

OBJECTS OF INNER WHEEL 
 

To promote true Friendship 
To encourage the ideals of personal service 

To foster international understanding 

 

OBITUARIES 
 

JOYCE BROWSE - HALIFAX 
 

It is with sadness we announce the death of one of our long standing mem-
bers Joyce Browse.  Joyce joined our club in 1979 and was an active mem-
ber for many years.  She was the President in 1996/1997. 
Due to COVID- 19 restrictions our President Elaine Craven and a few mem-
bers were allowed to attend her funeral to wish her God speed.   It is hoped 
a memorial service will be held later this year. 
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WEDDING 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Our sincere congratulations to everyone who has 

celebrated their special Wedding Anniversaries  

since the 31st October 2020 
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Copy Deadline for Winter issue of Association Magazine 
To be confirmed later 

Copy Deadline for next issue of ‘FOUR YOU’ 
30th September 2021 

 

Congratulations on that BIG ‘O’ 
 

70 Years Young 

Marion Bain 
 

80 Years Young 

Anna Maiden 

Janet Rushworth  

 

90 Years Young 

Margo Lawson 
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IIW President is  Dr Bina Vyas 

IIW Theme for the Year is   “Lead the Change” 

Association President is Enid Law 

The Association’s Charity of  the Year is: “Riding for the Disabled” 

DISTRICT OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS 2020/21 

CHAIRMAN  Pat Mirfield Aireborough 

1st VICE-CHAIRMAN  to be advised 

2nd VICE-CHAIRMAN  to be advised  

SECRETARY  Judith Poole Brighouse 

TREASURER  Pattie Grimshaw Aireborough 

MEMBER OF COUNCIL  Jennifer Angus Otley Chevin 

INT. SERVICE CHAIRMAN  Edith Davison Heckmondwike 

EDITOR  Ann Scaife Aireborough 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT & MEMBERSHIP & DEVELOPMENT    
OFFICER Suzanne Brindley Wakefield 


